Front cover photograph. John J Truemper of
Helena, and later of Little Rock, took this
picture of Sacred Heart Academy in the 1930s
His vantage point was from the scaffoldin"
around the spire, which he had climbed,
the construction of the present St. Mary
Catholic Church. "
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THE LUMBER INDUSTRY IN HELENA
AND PHILLIPS COUNTY, ARKANSAS

by Winston Mosby

In 1827, at Helena, Arkansas, a man N
Porter built a sawmill in the vicinity of t
present intersecticn of Perry and Pecan Stre
there being a large Cypress swamp just north
that location.

This is said to be the first steam &
erected west of the Mississippi River at tha
It was only a very small mill in comparison wi
the mills erected about fifty years later whan
lumber industry first began its move from the 1.
states and the Ohio Valley into the south.

The Mississippi Valley was originally one
vast forest of fine Hardwoods and Cypress, in mo
places so dense that visibility was limited to
few hundred feet. Wild game, fur bearing animal
turkey, ducks, swans and other migratory birds
abounded. There were no railroads, so transpo
tation was limited to rafts, flatboats and latar
steamboats. The first commercial timber busin.!‘
was wood yards established on the riverbanks
selling firewood to the steamboats. Millions of
feet of fine Oak was cut, racked up and sold to
any steamboat pulling up to the bank. Later,
when coal mines were first established in western fi
Kentucky and Illinois, the coal yards put the wood
yards out of business.

Little is known about the lumber industry
between the establishment of the first mill until
about 1875. There were probably a few other mills
established near Helena, being only small mills
built to furnish building material for their
neighborhood trade, operating only part time, when
crops were laid by or during the winter ceason.

=

About 1875, the Arkansas Midland Railroad was
started. This railroad ran westward from Helena,
going through the Barton né¢ighborhood, Poplar
Grove, and westward. The town of Marvell was
established. The railroad ran on to Postelle,
Holly Grove, and Clarendon. A branch line turned
off at Pine City and ran on to Brinkley.and
connected with the railroad running from Memphis
to Little Rock.

Mr. McCoy built a mill at Postelle, which
he operated for a number of years. He then moved
to Helena, built a large mill on the river and
later sold to Mr. Dick Reeves (father of the late
Frank Reeves). Mr. Reeves operated it for about
five years, when it caved in the river during a
flood. Mr. Reeves built another mill in its place,
which he operated until about 1915, when he was
killed in an automobile accident.

About 1885, the McDonald family moved to
Phillips County from west Tenrnessee. They built
one of the largest Hardwood Lumber businesses in
the state. Their first mill was at La Grange,
later having a large sawmill at Marvell, another
one at McDonald, Arkansas, which was on the rail-
road, east of Wynne, also other mills in south
and southwest Arkansas. Mr. Sam McDonald, grand-
father of Mrs. Lewis Powell was the General Mana-
ger. Upon his death, about 1910, the business was
divided up among the other members of the family.

About 1905, the American Washboard Company
built a mill on the riverbank at Fair Landing
which was about 30 miles south of Helena. Mr.
John Campeau who had just arrived in Helena heard
they were hiring men; he and another man got on
the levee and walked all the way from Helena to
Fair Landing, where they were promptly hired.
There being no railroad, they shipped all lumber
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via barge to Memphis, Cairo and St. Louis. Thi
mill operated until about 1910, when it was sol
to C & W Kramer Company of Evansville, Indiana.
They rebuilt it about 1/2 mile south of Helena
Crossing, on property leased from the S.B. Carsss
penter Estate. They operated it until about 19
when it was sold to Stimson Veneer & Lumber Com=
pany of Memphis. {

The real emergence of Helena and Phillips
County came with the advent of the railroads.
About 1885, the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and
Pacific was extended from the north coming through
Wynne, Forrest City, and Marianna to Barton where
it built a branch line into Helena. About 1900,
the Helena and Jonestown Railroad was built, run-
ning from Helena to Jonestown, primarily for
handling cotton and cottomseed. Crossing the Yazoo
& Mississippi Valley Railroad, it also gave Helena
an additional railroad into Memphis. This railroad
gave Helena an additional source of transportation
of logs into Helena and of lumber to Memphis. In
1910, the Missouri & North Arkansas Railroad was
completed into Helena. All of the above listed
railroads went broke, which still seems to be the
way of life for railroads. The Helena & Jonestown
went broke, was taken over by the Yazoo & Missis-
sippi Railroad, which in turn was taken over by the
Tllinois Central who operated it until about 10
years ago, when they abandoned the Helena branch.
The "Iron Mountain" was taken over by the Missouri
Pacific and the Missouri & North Arkansas went
broke so many times that it was finally sold for
scrap iron. Mr. Homer Thompson said the only g
thing sbout the M & NA was that it provided ai
quicker way to get to the University of Arke
He said that he would get on it at Aubrey,
Harrison, then take the stagecoach to Fa

About 1907, the Missouri Pacific

extending their track from Barton to McGehee,
opening up acres and acres to railroad service.

The land was covered with virgin timber from the
banks of the Mississippi to the banks of the White
River with the exception of a few plantations close
to the river banks.

The Helena Box Company was organized about
1900, it later had financial difficulties and was
foreclosed by the Bank of Helena. They hired the
writer's father to manage it, which he did, later
buying it from the bank. About 1905, he had a
young man named J.B. Miles working as a lumber in-
spector. My father purchased a block of Cotton-
wood lumber from a mill in Jonestown, and sent Mr.
Miles over there to inspect it as it was loaded.
He stayed for two weeks in Jonestown and when he
was finished, came back to Helena and quit the
job. The reason for quitting was that since a mill
in Helena had to send all the way to Jonestown to
purchase lumber, the supply would soon run out.

My father sold the Helena Box Company to the
Paepky-Leight Manufacturing Company of Chigago
around 1910. Two years later it was merged with
Chicago Mill & Lumber Company who ran the plant
until about 1918, when they shut it down, having
built a large plant in West Helena which is still
operating.

Other early plants in Helena included the
Helena Hoop Company erected about 1900. It oper-
ated until 1916, when it burned ard was never re-
built.

Several other mills in Helena included "The
Arkansas Oak Company" owned by Mr. A.W. McKnight,
father of Mr. French McKnight, built about 1910.
He operated it for several years after which he
sold it and bought property in West Helena and
started the McKnight Veneer Company which is still
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in operation; sold in 1972 to Mr. John Brooks.

There was also a sawmill operated by Mr. Jim
Buchanan which operated vntil 1927 when it was
burned. Kurz-Downey Manufacturing Company built
a mill in Helena in 1913. This was a large opera
tion consisting of a sawmill and box factory, whi
operated until 1926 when it too was destroyed by
fire. They did not rebuild, as they had just purs
chased a large tract of timber near Tallulah,
Louisiana and moved their operation.

Other plants in Helena included Theo Fathauer
Company, Archer Lumber Company, (later sold to
Shannon Bros. of Memphis), Rex Hoop Company, owned
by Howe Lumber Company, Thale Mill & Box Company,
American Cooperage Company, Smith & Hopkins Com-
pany, Stimson Veneer & Lumber Company, and Perkins
Bros. .

L

About 1910, the West Helena Consolidated
Company, laid out and developed "West Helena".
They surveyed and developed streets, water and
sewer lines, built interurban street car lines
from West Helena into Helena, put in Beechcrest
Park as an amusement and recreation park, donated
40 acres for a Country Club, etc. The street car
line had its turnaround at the point where Plaza
Street crossed the M & NA railroad. When Chicago
Mill began operating in 1914, the track was ex-
tended making the turnaround just in front of
Chicago Mill's office.

As West Helena began to develop, other mills
located there--The Buckeye Veneer Company, Penrod
Jurden Company, Pekin Cooperage Company, Van
Briggle Veneer Company, McKnight Veneer Compa
and Superior Oak Flooring Company, which was
sold to Long Bell Lumber Company of Kansas |

My father and Mr. Joe Denison pur
mill from Farrel Locomotive Works in Bx

moved it to West Helena and rebuilt it. About
1919, my father sold his interest to Mr. Dennison
who continued operating the mill, later selling it
to Poinsett Lumber & Manufacturing Company who
built an additional mill on the property. Both
mills were operated for several years until they
cut out all their timber holdings. They sold the
big mill to Chicago Mill, who moved it to Water-
proof, Louisiana. They shut the small mill down
and it sat idle until 1933, when Mr. Fred Faust
purchased it. He operated this mill until 1947,
when it was destroyed by fire. After the fire,
Mr. Faust built another mill which is still oper-
ating.

Penrod Jurden mill was sold in 1934 to Mr.
E.N. Beisel who operated it until it burned in
1974. At the time it burned, it was one of the
last mills in the United States manufacturing
wooden basket hoops.

Until the ourbreak of the lst World War, the
lumber industry's biggest customers were the wagon
and automobile factories, furniture factories and
the building trades. When war broke out, there
was a terrific demand for all types and species of
lumber to be exported to Europe, mostly to France
and England. About 30% of the lumber exported
never made it to Europe, due to submarine warfare.
Many new mills were built throughout the south
and many ran day and night trying to keep up with
the demand. This boom ended suddenly on November
11, 1918. The lumber business came to a sudden
halt and did not begin to recover until 1920.

During the period of 1920 until 1927. Helena
was recognized as the second largest Hardwood Market
in the U.S., exceeded only by Memphis. The South-
ern Hardwood Traffic Association established an
office in Helena, the National Hardwood Lumber
Association stationed a Chief Inspector and two
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deputies in Helena. The local lumbermen formed a ]
"Lumbermen's Club of Helena", having two luncheon
meetings a month at Habib's Cafe and held an annullz
Golf Tournament each summer. e

In 1922, the Chrysler Corporation purchased
the old Pekin Cooperage mill, and converted it
into a plant manufacturing wooden parts for auto=
mobile bodies. They operated this plant until ‘
1956 when they shut it down. oy

One of the most prominent of all companies

to locate in Phillips County was the Howe Lumbexr WQ l

Company. It was a family owned corporation, with
the business office in Helena, and mill in Wabash.
They came from Indiana to Greenfield, Arkansas
about 1900. Later, when it was announced that the
Missouri Pacific Railroad would be extended from
Barton to McGehee, a large tract of timberland

was bought that extended from 0ld Town Lake west-
ward to White River and erected a large modern mill
at Wabash. Mr. W.H. Howe, President of the company,
established his home in Helena and Mr. Deck Howe
and Mr. John Howe established their homes in
Wabash. The company did not follow the usual
pattern at that time of cutting the timber and
letting the land go back for taxes. They cleared
the land and started cultivating it, finally
developing a large plantation. They were the first
people to put in a rice crop in Phillips County,
hiring Mr. George Huff to come from Texas to put

in the rice crop. They also dug many of their own
drainage ditches and private levees. The sawmill
was shut sown in 1944, due to labor shortage, but
they continued to develop and operate their plans
tation until December of 1979, when they sold

Company at Marvell, the New Madrid Stave Company
at Elaine, the Elaine Stave Company, the Countiss
Lumber Company at Countiss Crossing, and the Crowe
Mill, just south of Elaine. My father operated a
shingle mill at Elaine and another one on the
Straub Plantation at the north end of 0Old Town
Lake. There were many other small shingle mills
scattered throughout the county--wherever Cypress
timber was available. The shingle industry col-
lapsed about 1922 when asphalt shingles came on
the market.

After the disastrous flood of 1927, several
of the mills in Helena went out of business. The
good timber, close to the railroads, had all been
cut and many of the roads going out from the rail-
road tracks were washed out, even some of the
highway bridges were washed out. There were only
a few paved highways and trucking logs, even a
short distance was very expensive. Tocay, with
large trucks and mechanized log handling equipment,
logs can be hauled from sources 150 miles away.

(Of course the prices for the finished products

are now much higher than in 1930.) By 1930, the
only mills operating in Helena and West Helena
were Shannon Bros., Theo Fathauer Company, McKnight
Veneer Company, Van Briggle Veneer Company, Long
Bell Flooring Mill, Chicago Mill and Pekin Wood
Products. These mills were only operating part
time, due to the slowdown in business.

In 1947, the writer started a small "Ground-
hog Mill" on property rented from Mr. David
Solomon, which was across the railroad track and
just under the spot where the approach to the
Helena Bridge turns off in front of the Holiday
Inn. In 1950, T moved to property belonging to
Helena Northwestern Railroad, 3/4 mile west of
Helena Crossing. When the railroad went out of
business, I purchased the property and built a
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larger mill. This mill operated until March, 1960, :ﬁ '
5 when it caught on fire and burned to the ground,
I there being no fire protection in that end of the L
city. After the fire, another mill was built, it
i this last mill being steel and concrete. This mill
was operated until October 1969, when the State '3&&
! Highway Department condemned right of way § iy
down through the middle of the site of the mill. 1

E As of today, there are no mills in Helena.
; In West Helena, there remains McKnight Plywood
Company, which produces finished plywood panels
which are used by the building trades, and furni= b
ture factories. They purchase foreign and domes-
tic veneers, lay it up and cut it to whatever
dimension the buyers specify. They ship their
products all over the United States, also to for-
eign markets. The plant 1s owned and operated by
Mr. John Brooks.

Midsouth Woodcraft, located in West Helena,
manufactures furniture parts. It was started by
lolk. Jr. of Helena and Mr. John Austin
1 i BD years ago. Mr. Polk has re-

| his interest to Mr. Austin.

/v which came to
ufac-

| con=

ant, dnol aw Woand
plantng  mill,  The I. wan buue in 1950, fol-
lowing I fire that destroyed the previous mill.
It has operated continuously, never missing a day
except for occasionally, when they shut down for
repairs or replacements.

Within the County, there are three crosstie
mills operating, Gene Smith Sawmill located at
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Barton, Jim King at Lexa and Carelton Golden at
Lexa. The crosstie business had been experiencing
a boom for the past ten years, due to the many
extra heavy freight cars that have been built.

The old track system cannot hold up the heavy
loads.

There are also a number of smaller mills
cutting furniture squares. These squares are cut
to the various lergths and thicknesses desired by
the buyers. They are sold to "Turning Plants"
which put them in lathes and dress them down to the
designed shapes needed for making table legs and
other various designs needed in the manufacture
of furniture.

Another development in the lumber industry
is the production of wood chips, sold to the paper
industry. This business developed about 1965.
Prior to this time, the paper mills used only pine
pulpwood and chips, but about 1965, there was a
process developed that would use hardwood chips;
this business proved very profitable. Until the
advent of the demand for hardwood chips, the saw-
mills first had to remove a slab which had bark on
the outside, throwing the slab into the incinerator
for disposal, along with the sawdust.

To manufacture these chips necessitated the
installation of d debarker to remove the bark be-
fore the log went onto the carriage, then at the
back end of the mill, the installation of a chipper
to reduce the slabs and other offal to chips.

This equipment at that time cost a minimum of
$40,000, however, experience shows that it re-
covered $150 per day from material that had been
going into the burner to be disposed of.

The general decline of the forests products
industry in the Mississippi delta began shortly
after the end of the second world war. The cotton
crop began its decline with the introduction of
synthetic fibers, the compresses being loaded

-10~



with unsold cotton. The soybean crop began to move
into the delta, first taking over the cotton

fields, then as it began to grow, thousands of acres
of good second growth timber were cleared to make
add@itional ground available for planting beans.

In lots of places, the timber was pushed over,

piled up and burned...not even a windbreak is left.

Today, one can stand on the Mississippi
River Levee at Mellwood and see the White River
Levee twelve miles to the west, the game is all
gone, except in the White River Game Refuge, noth=
ing left except beavers and coyotes. The mechanized
soybean equipment has all replaced the mule drawn
cotton equipment which was sold to scrap iron
dealers and the mules were sold to the dog food
manufacturers. When the mules were all gone,
the buzzards left, and the farmers who used to
drive Fords and Chevrolets are now driving
Cadillacs and Continentals.

With practically no reforestation in this

. in the near future, one by one, the
s will "blow the whistle" for the
Mol pupply of timber, which

it 4 & tariy |

On the followlng page s a pleture of Mosby
Lumber Manufacturing Company, removed in 1969 to
make way for the new highway.




From the HELENA WORLD, May 8, 1901
CHAPTERS IN PHILLIPS COUNTY HISTORY
CHAPTER II

by
Major S. H. King

In '46 and '50 the people in the country
and their mode of life differed but little from
that in the town. All were kind, hospitable,
generous and with a high sense of honor, even
though for the most part uneducated and pioneer-
like in manners. In some of the older communitie<s,
as on the old wire road to LaGrange, about Lick
Creek, the old Lock school house and Trenton, were
planters of education and refinement who had
moved from the old states and were cleaning up
fine farms and making fer themselves comfortable
homes. The names of these would include many of the
best and leading families of Phillips county, and
we cannot leave out the names of such men and
citizens as Heywood Hicks, W.F. Moore, Col.Burke,
Judge Adams and McKeil on the Wire road, Judge
Jones, Walter Nelson, Shell, Lex Graves, at Lick
Creek, the Blounts and Wetherlys at Lock school
house, and the Kendalls and Millers at Trenton.

Fifty years is but a short period, yet it
is long enough for many and great changes. What
a difference in the life of our county today and "
that of half a.century ago! If somehow we could
be changed from this time to that, how irksome
and "inconvenient" would we find our life. Iood
and clothing were perhaps very good, Ehﬂ“]h !horn
was a scarcity of flour. ) !
business in town: Get on
your goods and then send
Not at all, but have
negro driver there, load

then in process of time your goods will arrive.
The home made wagon was not the only rude im-
plement in use on the farm. Most of the plows
would be considered clumsy affairs now with their
wooden stocks and inseparable points. Cotton and
corn were almost the only farm products. We have
all seen the large old-fashioned horse-power gins
and the huge wooden presses by means of which the
cotton was prepared for market. Each plantation
of moderate size had its own gin, and as the gin
could clean only two or three bales per day it

was kept running most of the time during the fall
months. Three or four hands would be required to
run the gin. One hand would feed it, and the loose
cotton would be blown into a large room. All day
long did the great old room receive the softly
falling cotton, and when at night it had been
filled with the white drift the dusky laborers
stopped the ginning and rolled the soft white lint
out to the press. There it was tramped into the
box, then the huge block pressed it down and the
bale was soon wrapped in bagging and ready for the
market, whither it was hauled in the ox-wagon.

The Helena merchants bought but little of the
cotton as they preferred shipping it to New
Orleans. The merchants built their own cotton
sheds, in which their customers' cotton would

be stored until it was ready to be sent off. All
the cotton was carried by boat to New Orleans,
none at that time being shipped to Northern points.
The smaller farmers traded with the Helena mer-
chants, but the larger planters would usually get
most of their supplies direct from New Orleans.
What money was made they usually invested in more
land and negroes.

In as new a county as Phillips county was
then, there were no wery large slave owners, the
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wealthiest owning probably not more than a hun-
dred negroes; then down to the small farmer with
his two or three blacks. And where the life of
the master was the rough laborious one of an
early settler, that of the servant must have been
indeed hard and toilsome. Holidays were rare.
The Fourth of July was usually celebrated on a
large scale, and a day or two was spent in the
Christmas festivities. A part of the Saturday
evenings were sometimes allowed them, but for the
rest of the time there was no idling or loafing.
When crops were laid by or gathered the intervals
were spent in cleaning up land or doing other
work so necessary in a new country. The servant's
spiritual needs were not neglected, for although
the negro preacher was not very much in evidence,
the negroes would be gaﬁyered in some of the
larger cabins and there from the mouth of a kind
white servant of Christ listen to the story of
the One who gave Himself for the poor black slave
as freely as for the rich white master.

In those early days of '46 and the following
years, Phillips county had an unenviable reputation

for chills and fever. No one seemed to be exempt.
The prevalence of such malarial diseases was
attributed to the decaying timber and partially
drained swamps that followed the development of

a new country. Blue-mass, calomel and quinine
were taken in prodigious quantities , ard many

of the settlers soon assumed the lean and sallow
hue which in the eyes of outsiders were typical of
the Arkansan. Whisky then was a very cheap and
common article, and on some of the plantations;~ﬁ
bitters were made by a combination of it with
quinine. The first task then of the slaves

the beginning of each day was to render t

proof against the chills by taking a hug

e ———— —————

that delicious preparation which if not a cure-all
for malaria must have been a mighty promoter of
temperance.

The levees on the river below Helena were
flimsy little banks of earth. Uncle Sam then did
not believe it proper to use his money in efforts
to confine the Mississippi and the farmers were
left to protect themselves as best they could.
They threw up ridges of earth four, six and eight
feet high, but of course if there was any con-
siderable rise at all, such levees were wholly
inadequate, and a total destruction of crops was
frequent.

About '48 and '50 began an influx of
settlers and from that until the breaking out of
the war the country was on a boom. Large slave
owners from the old states bought lands and
moved in and the land was cleared up by the
hundreds of acres. Many of the fine old farms of
today had their beginning during that period.
Churches were built and in some communities school
houses, but not from public funds. The public
school was still unknown, and after the farmers
from their own private means had built a house,

a teacher was employed in the Same way. Such a
school system was very inefficient, but as the
condition of the people improved, so did the
school become better. In the years just before
the war the prosperity of the country began to
show itself in the erection of larger, finer
houses, many of which still stand as monuments
to those old ante-bellum days. Roads were im-
proved and bridges built. The roads were worked
by taxation, but if the planter did not wish to
pay the tax he had the privilede of working it
out with his slaves. Larger and stronger levees
began to be erected on the river, but still with-
out government aid.
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As the old South was pre-eminently
agricultural, it is hardly to be expected that the
town would keep pace with the development of the
country, and such we find to have been the case as
regards Helena and the county. During the decade
in which we have just noticed the rapid development
of the county, the town to be sure improved, but
not so fast. The gradual caving of the river
forced the buildings back and in about 1850 the
first store was built on Main street. Others
followed and in a few years the block in the
west side of Main street just opposite the court
house square became filled up and was the principal
business part of the town. The only store left
on the river front was the one occupied by Col.
Moore, who did a large furnishing business.

A
*kk

HELENA WORLD, JULY 22, 1896

By far, the most elegant, well constructed
and roomy residence Helena can claim for its own,
is now making long strides towards completion on
Perry Street. We speak of none other than the
new residence of Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Pillow. The
frame work is receiving its last touches and when
the trimmings are all put on Helena will be glad
and proud of the handsome residence in her midst,
and can point with no hesitation to the Pillow
residence to all visitors who come to Helena.

% % d %k
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THE CIVIL WAR IN PHILLIPS COUNTY, ARKANSAS
by
Carl H. Moneyhon

This paper was given as a talk before the
Phillips County Historical Society at its spring
meeting, in April, 1981, by Dr. Carl Moneyhon, who
is a member of the Department of History at the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock. The paper
was in part made possible by research funded by the
Arkansas Endowment for the Humanities.

One hundred and twenty years after Appom:i-
tox, the story of how the Civil War affected
Southern society remains one clouded by mythology.
Much of the story was purposely created by later
Southerners as political propaganda. Among his-
torians the problem remains, in large part because
they accerted the later stories and never tested
them with regard to the postwar South.

No one can question the fact that the wax
imposed severe hardships on Southerners of all
classes. All the investigator has to do is look
at the remembrances left to us to see a chronicle
of violence, deprivation, and social upheaval.
Often the individual case becomes the basis for
broad generalizations that may or may not be appli-
cable to an entire community. Further, the unique
incident, even the death of a child, while it has
an incredible impact on the participants, may not
in fact make any change in the broad sweep of
events. 2

The story of the Civil War's impact on
Southern society is one which all of us know well.
Perhaps no author better expressed it than
Margaret Mitchell in her novel GONE WITH THE WIND.
Mitchell, while a novelist, nonetheless drew upon
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half a century of tradition and memories to pro-
duce this epic tale. The story was that the war
had broken down the great planters and their plan-—
tations and made it possible for the lowliest mem-
ber of Southern society to mingle with their social
betters. In other words, the war destroyed the
aristocracy of the antebellum South. When Will
Benteen sought the land of Scarlett O'Hara,
Mitchell captured the new order of things. She
wrote, " Of course, before the war, Will would
certainly not have been an eligible suitor. He

was not of the planter class at all, though he was
not poor white. He was just plain Cracker, a small
farmer, half-educated, prone to grammatical errors
and ignorant of some of the finer manners the
O'Haras were accustomed to in gentlemen. 1In fact,
Scarlett wondered if he could be called a gentleman
at all and decided that he couldn't . . . Scarlett
knew that Ellen would have fainted at the thought
of a daughter of hers marrying such a man, but now
Scarlett had been by necessity forced too far away
from Ellen's teachings to let that worry her. Men
were scarce, girls had to marry someene and Tara
had to have a man." For Mitchell, and for others
such as William Faulkner, the grand world of the
plantation had been turned upside down making it
possible for men such as Will Benteen or Faulkner's
never do well Snopes to rise to the top.

Historians have reproduced this story. The
noted Southern historian C. Vann Woodward called
the war and immediate postwar years a period in
which there was a "veritable revolution in land
titles." TIn the sugar country around Louisiana
he indicated that at least half of the planters
were now either Northern men or men supported by
Northern money. Frank L. Owsley, a historian who
was concerned with writing the story of the common
people of the South, argued that these "plain
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folk" survived the ardors of war and reconstruction
better than the planter since they had fewer ad-
justments to make in lifestyle. Owsley went so far
as to suggest that they became the backbone of a
restored Southern economy. "It is not too much to
say," he would write,"that the plain folk thus res-
cued the South from complete, and , perhaps, final
ruin with little or no aid or sympathy from any
sources whatsoever outside the borders of their

own section. "2

These generalizations remain largely untested.
Recently, historians concerned with the postwar
economic life of the South have discovered that many
of the old planters persisted into the postwar
period. Roger Shugg in an investigation of
Louisiana suggests that in counties he examined,
the old planters not only survived but concentrated
their landholdings. Others have replied, however,
that in many of the cases examined, the war had no
direct impact. James Roark points out that in
counties actually disrupted by warfare the per-
sistence of planters was at a much less signifi-
cant rate than in those beyond the war's path.
Further,no matter what actually happened to the
planters, we do not know about the plight of the
other people who constituted the Southern commu-
nity.

What was the impact in the South of the Civil
War? This is a question that I am trying to an-
swer currently by looking at Arkansas. At this
point I have completed a study of Phillips County,
the first of several Arkansas counties to be ex-
amined intensively, and can make some tentative
suggestions relative to this community. The
m§thodology is fairly complex, involving a com-
bination of the traditional narrative with an
analysis of the census and tax lists of the county,
perhaps the best set of documents that exists on
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the social and economic life of a community.4

To begin with it is important to say some-
thing about what Phillips County looked like be-
fore the war. Part of the mythology of Southern
history is that before the war the section was a
land of great planters and poor whites. Of course
that is simply not true. White society existed in
a continuum that ran from the great planters down
through every level of status and economic posi-
tion to the unemployed, unpropertied, and impov-
erished farm laborer on the bottom. Without going
into the reasons behind these breakdowns, at the
top of the social heap were the planters who will
be defined as those with more than one thousand
acres of land, these represented only 4.4 percent
of the population and owned 48.5 percent of the
land. Under them were smaller planters who were
not yet able to compete in the market at the same
level. There were only 3.5 percent of the popu-
lation with land between 600 and 999 acres, their
share of the wealth was 17.2 percent. Another /5
were large farmers with 300-599 acres, controlling
19.3 percent of the wealth. About 19.5 percent,
or the yeoman farmers, possessed 15.0 percent of
the landed wealth. No land at all was owned by
64,7 percent of the adult males. These people
{included tenants, renters, and a variety of skilled
and unskilled laborers. 8lave holding was even
amaller, with only 17 percent of the males owning
slaven.

In the secession crisis of 1860-1861 in
Phillips County, as elsewhere in the state, con-
siderable opposition to disunion existed. Nonethe-
less, the secessionists controlled political
machinery in the county and sent a pro-secessionist
delegate to the Little Rock convention in the
spring of 1861. Charles W. Adams, a lawyer, owner
of about 480 acres and 25 slaves, told the delegates

TABLE I: Structure of Antebellum Landholdings
in Phillips County (1860)

Size of Percent of Percent of
Holding Adult Male Population Land Held
(Acres) in Category by This Group
1000 + 4.4 48.5
600 - 999 345 17550
300~ 599 72 19.3
1 - 299 19.5 15+0
0 64.7 0




% Rivers.

that although his constituents had imposed no in-
structions upon him, he had the honor of voting
aye to taking the state out of the Union. Once
the decision had been made, however, Phillips
countians appear to have unified behind the war
effort. Thomas B. Hanly wrote that secession
sentiment locally was nearly unanimous in the face
of the firing upon Sumter and Lincoln's cal%ing
out of troops to suppress the insurrection.-

& With the spread of the war furor in the
summer of 1861 young men flocked to the Confederate
banner. The Yell Rifles, John Clendenning's Com-
pany or Company B of the 23rd Arkansas Volunteers,
Company F of the 2d Arkansas Regiment and cavalry
companies under Capts. William Weatherly and John
Swan formed up in the community. The leaders and
men of these units were, for the most part, young.
For the most part they did not come from the great
planting families. John Clendenning, for example,
was 34 and a man with no property. Swan, only 23,
had just 170 acres, and Weatherly, the oldest at
41, had virtually no property. On the whole around
400 men out of 2000 adult males went off in the

. first months, others would follow.

Many of the local soldiers went east of the
Mississippi to fight, but the real threat to
Phillips County quickly came from the west. After
Pea Ridge, Union forces under General Samugl B.
Curtis began to move eastward along the White
River, hoping ultimately, to be able to attack
Little Rock. When they found themselves too far
removed from their supply base, Curtis decided that
he would have to establish another base along the 3
Mississippi from which he could provision his
land forces. The choice was Helena from which
federal gunboats and supply ships could move up
the White, the St. Francis, or even the Arkansas

The movement toward Helena finally brought
the war with its fullest destruction to Phillips
County. In March, 1862, General T.C. Hindman
would call up the local militia and other volun-
teers to attempt to stop Curtis and destroy his
force before it could get to the Mississippi. The
calling of these men immediately threw the entire
state into disorder. Up until March local resi-
dents had been actively preparing to put in the
year's crops, but the call for troops had left
everything at a standstill. A correspondent of
the GAZETTE informed readers--"the plows are
rusting in the furrows; the hoes resting in the
corners of the fence; the horses, mules, and oxen
are browsing in the commons, and the men who were
left to cultivate the soil are absent from home."7

The implications of this general mobilization
were apparent to all. Curtis' march through Arkan-
sas could effectively hinder the state's war
effort because it deprived the state of the pro-
visions necessary for the civilian population to
survive. The GAZETTE, again, noted that the call-
up was being filled mainly by the small planters
who produced the grain and meat of the country.

The editors feared that 20,000 laborers were going
to be withdrawn from production of provisions
necessary to sustain life. They desperately call
ed upon planters to divert their slaves from the
production of cotton and other market staples and
instead place their lands into the cultivation of
food stuffs.® For the planter or farmer who re-
quired the production of cash crops in order to
pay off outstanding notes, the decision between

patriotism and self-survival was a difficult one
to make.

Unfortunately for Confederate interests in
the state, Hindman's men could not Le concentrated
quickly enough to force Curtis to fight. On June
24, 1862, Hindman issued a call to all citizens of
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Arkansas to participate in the effort to kegp
Curtis from the Mississippi. His proclamation
called upon Arkansans to "attack him day and night,
kill his scouts and pickets, kill his pilots and
his troops on transports, cut off his wagon
trains, lay in ambush and surprise his detachments,
shoot his mounted officers, destroy every pound of
meat and flour, every ear of corn and stack of
fodder, oats and wheat that can fall into his
hands; fell trees, as thickly as in rafts, in all
the roads before his, burn every bridge and block
every ford."®

The fact that many citizens decided not to
take Hindman's advise indicates that many preferred
to save whatever they could than save the Con-
federacy. The GAZETTE complained that people had
simply not responded to the call to lay waste the
land before Curtis. * They appear to have preferred
to risk the damage that Curtis' army itself might
do, even though that was not a small measure.

Again the GAZETTE reported that "no country ever
was, or ever can be, worse devastated and laid
waste than that which has been occupied, and
marched over, by the Federal army." Editors com-
plained that food had been taken, fences and im-
provements burned, houses robbed, and 2,000 Negroes
stolen--not just men who micht work on the roads but
also women and children. Nonetheless, most Arkan-
sans preferred to take the risk that Curtis would
not come their way, than the certainty of destroy-
ing their own livelihood.

By July, 1862, Curtis' army had managed to
enter Helena without much dispute. Curtis quickly
fortified his position strongly and had gunboats
brought up to keep the Confederates off his back,

but for the local residents this was only the
beginning of deadly fighting. Hindman realized
that he did not have the forces to deal with

Curtis, so instead authorized small groups of ten
men, guerilla bands if you will, to harass the Union
troops wherever possible. As a result, the Federal
troops never completely controlled any area in the
county other than the town of Helena itself and

the areas in the immediate vicinity of Federal en-
campments. Colonel William Vandever of the 9th Iowa
Infantry reported to Brigadier General Frederick
Steele on September 20, 1862, that his pickets on
the Little Rock road west of Helena came under con-
stant fire during the night from small bands of

men. Vandever argued that only with cavalry would
he be able to dispel the bands of menr who hovered
on all sides of town sniping at the occupation
forces. Confederate guerilla activity included
severe reprisals against any local residents who
might make concessions to the Yankees and went to
the point of destroying property in areas of federal
control. Vandever set about trying to control the
terrorists in his area, writing that he had made a
number of arrests of local inhabitants who rode
about a great deal at night to give the guerillas
information about federal activities.

The failure to control the area by either

side left civilians in the midst of a violent and
uncertain situation.

As might be expected, these mosquito attacks
only further infuriated the Federals who resorted
to more representative measures to halt them.
William H. Barksdale, a local minister, wrote in
his diary after the occupation that: "Everywhere,
they are devouring and laying waste the labor of
man's hands. Our wives are not free from their
insults--but they walk in armed with pistols and
sabres, and thus compel with arms our wives to




cook for them! The surrounding coun?ry is, for
miles around, swept by foraging parties. Farmers
have both negroes and all kinds of stock stolen
from them. Some of my dear bretheren, are all
stripped of nearly everything by these ruthless ;
invaders.”" In 1863 Mary Sale Edmondson w?uld note:
"They have shut us in all sides, ?ave stripped
us--everything but bedding, clothing, and house,
with a few tools, farming utensils, cows, anq hogs.
They have taken from us the means of supp?rtlng
ourselves and refuse to let us have anything unless
we lie or smuggle (and they) have rendered the
latter difficult (and) dangerous."

In addition to the guerilla war raging in the
countryside, the Federals brought another plague,
collection of war taxes.‘ For those who could not
pay, either because they had left the county oF
did not have the resources, their lands were 11?b1e
to confiscation. By 1863 the government.had seized
over 8,000 acres of land, although.of this over
6,000 belonged to General Gideon Pillow, best
known as the Confederate commander at Fort Donel-
son. 1In turn these lands were either leased out
or settled with the numerous freedmen who fle? to
Helena and Federal lines. The Pillow plantation
was designated a "home farm" and the government
built a blockhouse near the slave quarters. Freed-
men received parcels of the land which they used to
cultivate cotton, corn, and vegetables. It is im-
portant to note that most of the lands seized were
much smaller in size than the Pillow place, anq
frequently the land seized did not include an in-
dividual's full holdings. In addition to the 1
Pillow seizure, the largest were 500 acres belonging
to William Sales, 395 acres belonging to Robert
Casteel, 400 acres belonging to Thomas and
William White, and 250 acres belonging to Thomas
Maney. 13

o~ .

As the war lengthened economic upheaval wor-
sened. Two major factors contributed to the prob-
lem--inflation and relations between debtors and
creditors. Throughout the war inflation presented
a very real difficulty for people throughout the
state, including the inhabitants of Phillips County.
Prices at Little Rock are a fair indicator of the
general trend. Bacon climbed from 1861 to 1865
from 16 cents per pound to over 40 cents. Coffee
went from 18 to 50, potatoes from $1.25 per bushel
to over $6. During the war the general index of in-
flation was something like 100 pereent on all com-
modities. Increased military purchases and de-
clining productivity led to the shortages that fed
the rapid increase. All available cash flowed into
the purchase of necessities, leaving mortgages and
other debts unpaid. Freeman H. Morring indicated the
problem when he wrote to William E. Woodruff early
in 1862 that "This is the first time in my life that
I was ever brought to a deadlock in money matters.

I fear that it will continue until we can sell
cotton." But the cotton could not be moved to mar-
ket because of the increasing presence of the Union
forces. The TRUE DEMOCRAT at Little Rock complained

that only the merchant was making money in this
di fﬁ cult time.l4

In Phillips County and elsewhere inflation and
decreased production created severe problems espe-
cially for the debtor,often the small farmer who had
borrowed at 8 to 10 percent in a four year note to
buy his land. As a measure of patriotism, and perhaps
indicating how short the war would be, the secession
convention at Little Rock passed a stay law prohib-
iting the collection of debts during the time of war
crisis.This only created problems for the creditor
who found himself deprived of the cash necessary to
Pay taxes or meet his own obligations to merchants
elsewhere. Judge John S.Hornor complained in 1861
that one debtor in Helena had lost sight of all
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personal liabilities and was resting easy because
the government was so indisposed to collect on
debts. When the Yankees cccupied Helena the prob-
lem was worsened because it was no longer clear
whether or not the law was still operating.
Futher, the courts, which were necessary agents
for the creditor to collect from the debtor no
longer appeared to be functioning. The war created
a highly volatile situation between creditors and
debtors. Would the creditor be able to collect
for the entire period? Would the debtor be able
to escape? If the former was true the war was
only plunging the_smaller farmer and the borrower
deeper into debt.

At the same time the devastation of the
countryside around Helena continued. Federal troops
remained in town unable‘“to move in the rural areas
unless in force and incapable of crushing guerilla
activity. The destruction worsened in the spring
of 1863 when regular Confederate troops moved back
into the vicinity where they prepared an attack
upon Helena to help relieve the Confederate garrison
at Vicksburg from the stranglehold that Grant had
placed upon it. With a regular Army in the field
local farmers found their limited resources even
more sorely pressed. By 1863 the farmers had be-
come wary of the soldiers of both armies and
quickly hid from them everything that might be
consumed. One soldier camped in the vicinity com-
plained that there was plenty of bacon available
in the countryside, but only if it was paid for
and the Confederate government did not have the
necessary resources to do so. Local farmers, as
a result, fared almost as poorly from their own
as Federals.l6

Confederate forces attacked Helena in July,
1863, but to no avail, then moved out of the
county. Because Helena was the center of federal
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operations however, Confederate strategy continued
to require action in the vicinity. Throughout most
of 1864 there were small scale actions and raids.
The chief result of these activities were more re-
prisals against the local inhabitants by the Union
forces. 1In 1864 the largest of these raids, led by
Colonel Arch S. Dobbins of Helena, attacked the
farms leased on the river below Helena. By then
local inhabitants had come to dread such actions,
although they accepted them with resignation. Sue
Cook wrote that the Union Army would exact retri-
bution, noting, "I fear we shall have to suffer

for it." Mary S. Edmondson had written of earlier
guerilla raids that the federals had warned the
locals that they would be punished if such took
place. The Confederates had orders, however, and
she believed that they would go ahead and attempt
these attacks. "We cannot help it, or help our-
selves, and must endure what we cannot cure."17

Following the attack of Dobbins the situa-
tion in Phillips County remained relatively quiet
until the end of the war. Clearly, the community
had suffered deeply from the movement of armies.
The qualitative data presents ample evidence of
the impact. What remains unanswered, however, is
exactly where was the incidence of the war most
strongly felt. Who bore the brunt of the war?
It is an old soldier's saying that the Civil War
was a rich man's war and a poor man's fight. I
have always considered this to have been a com-
plaint typical of all soldiers at all times and
not necessarily an objective assessment of the
situation. We can analyze, however, exactly who
carried the burden of the Civil War by looking at
the changes that had taken place in Phillips
County as a result of the war and attendant prob-
lems.

For the wealthier class, which tradition
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asserts was hardest hit by the conflict, the war
seems to have worked to their benefit rather than
to their disadvantage. Immediately following the
war the Federal government began a policy of rapid
return of lands seized during the war. Gideon
Pillow, for example, who had his land confiscated
had it returned by October, 1865, five months after
Appomattox. Despite threats of land confiscation,
by the end of 1865 almost all the land seized during
the war had been returned to its owners. Other
lands would fall into federal hands later as a
result of tax problems, but by the end of 1865 all
had been returned that had been taken away during
the war years.

While such evidence suggests that the impact
of the war may not have been as disruptive of
patterns of wealth and land ownership as imagined,
an examination of pérsistence provides another use-
ful way of assessing the problem. Persistence is
the rate of survival of individuals or classes
from one time to another. It can be measured
simply by following individuals listed in tax rolls
across the period under examination. We find that
the elite group actually survived better than it
had from 1850 to 1860. Further, the elite group
appears to have actually improved their actual
holdings. We can see this from the data, unfor-
tunately the why of the phenomenon is more diffi-
cult to explain.

Some people at the top did lose as a result
of the war. Colonel Arch S. Dobbins presents us
with a case demonstrating the types of problems
confronted by such men. Dobbins had entered the
elite in the decade before the war but he had done
SO in part with mortgage money. Off with the army,
the taxes and payments on loans backed up to the
point that when the war was over Dobbins found
himself simply incapable of sustaining thesc

a3

payments. 1In addition, a constant threat existed
that he might be arrested and punished for his role
in leading guerilla raids in the county. By 1866
he no longer owned the land that he had possessed
before the war because of foreclosures. His wife
and children waited for him to send for them, but
he never did. Finally he simply disappeared, per-
haps a victim of jungle Indians.

The survivors appear to have possessed the
capital and a family that helped them persist.
The Hornor family was such a group. The sons
Albert, John, and Hamilton joined the Confederate
army despite their father's Unionism. The father
took his slaves and left for Texas, leaving a
fourth son, Sidney, in charge of the property in
Phillips County. The war brought about deprivation,
and the Hornors had to sell over several hundred
acres of their land in order to survive, but in the
end they remained among the elite landowners in the
community. By 1874 in fact they had recouped the
losses during the war and had expanded their hold-
ings some 400 percent. Luck, family size, no
casualties, allowed these planters to maintain
their position into the late nineteenth century.19

What does all of this mean? First, the
plantation did not die and the planters did not
disappear. 1In fact, it might be arqued that the
war helped them stabilize a highly volatile social
situation that existed in the prewar years.
Further, all landowners below the great planters
lost proportional shares of local wealth, suggesting
that many of them had to pay the price of the
war. Ultimately however, it was the bottom, the
landless who paid the greatest price. It might to
a certain extent be said that the war helped to
polarize local society and split it increasingly
into rich and poor. The war and its taxes, its
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MRS. CAROLINE HANLY

The death of Mrs. Caroline Phillips Hanly
removes the last member of the family of Sylvanus
Phillips, who with his co-partner, the late
William Russell, of St. Louis, laid out and founded
the town of Helena about the year 1820. As Mrs.
Hanly was born in 1819, it will be seen that she
had lived the whole of her eventful life right
here in Helena. As the County was called for her
father, and the City for the beautiful sister who
died in her youth, it will be seen that this aged
woman occupied a unique position with reference
to the history of the metropolis of Eastern Ark-
ansas. It was the more unique, and even pathetic,
because of all the eleven children she bore her
husband not one is alive today to follow her re-
mains to their last resting place. Grandchildren
she has, a few, but not one of the babes that
came to her in her happy young wifehood was left
to smooth her way to the grave.

Nevertheless she was a cheerful woman. She
bore all her sorrows nobly and with a Christian
spirit, and did not fritter her last years away
in useless repinings. She has gone to her last
reward, and let us hope to meet those whom she
loved and from whom she has long been separated.

From a little sketch of the early days of
Helena, written by Mr. Price Tappan, a young
brother of Gen. J. C. Tappan, himself long dead,
written in 1860, shortly after the incorporation
into a city of the old village or town of Helena,
we take the following with reference to the naming
of the city:- "In the winter of 1856, an act was
passed by which Helena was incorporated and recog-
nized as a city- voted by Charter and 'City
Fathers.' Thus the village was no longer a vil-
lage- the town no longer a town: the one forgot
the existence of the other, and were united,

3w

'South Helena,' 'old Town of Helena,' ' the middle
addition of the town of Helena,' were all merged
in one common appellation. Great was the excite-
ment, and large the gathering, when a name was to
be given-men, women, children, all, came from woods
and forest, traveled long and traveled far, from
all portions of the county, to attend the mighty
'christening.' Some said 'Phillipsville,' in
honor of Col. Sylvanus Phillips; some said
'Russellville,' in memory of Col. Russell; others
declared neither would do; some were for com-~
promising on 'Russelvanus,' as being the most ap-
propriate and by far the best; but that wouldn't
do, and they all agreed that the name should be
'Helena,' for a young daughter of Colonel Phillips,
he being one among the first of those old pioneers
of that day, who assisted in planning and building
the town."

That was written when Helena had been forty
years a village or town, and when it had grown to
such proportions as to be entitled to incorpora-
tion. In another place Mr. Tappan says; speaking
of the manifold changes that had come to the little
village in these forty years.

"Could those old octogenarians in town-
making come back again among the people now; could
they be present at this great 'progressive age ,'
and witness the favorable 'signs of the times;"'
could they for a moment burst their peaceful cere-
ments, answer to their names, and behold the re-
markable changes that have taken place since
their last sleep; could they look down from their
distant, yet happy homes, and watch the continua-
tion of their works for years past, great would be
their admiration, and unmeasured their terms of
pPleasure and praise."

In another place Mr. Tappan says the people
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then living, (1860) who were present at the time
Helena was made a village, were "Col. H.L. Biscoe,
Boyd Bailey, Judge T.B. Hanly, Darby Pentecost,
and Fleetwood Hanks." Helena then had 2,000
people. Now she has 8,000 and the woman who is
the subject of this sketch was a babe when the
village of Helena was laid off in 1820, and 41
years of age when Mr. Tappan wrote this sketch
from which we have quoted. From this it will be
seen how intimately connected with the history
of Helena this woman's life has been.

But there is much to remind us of the
Sylvanus Phillips name. There is Phillips county,
the best county in the state as we are wont to say;
the city of Helena, the metropolis of Eastern
Arkansas; Caroline and Phillips streets, and some
graves up there in thescemetery, in one of which
repose the dust of fair young Helena Phillips.

This morning all that was mortal of this
woman of many years, many sorrows and many virtues,
was laid to rest beside those of her long since
departed husband, and her children. Peace to her
ashes, - repose for her weary soul.

The following gentlemen acted as pallbearers;
Gen. James C. Tappan, Major J. J. Hornor, Judge
P. O. Thweatt, Judge M. Hanks, Judge Samuel I.
Clark, Major Greenfield Quarles, and Messrs. Chas.
R. Coolidge, Sr., and Robert C. Moore. St. Mary's
Catholic church, of which Mrs. Hanly was a 1ife-
long member, was crowded with the friends of her
young womanhodd, her middle age and her old age,
and the crowd that followed her to the grave
attested the esteem in which she was held in this
community.

Mrs. Hanly leaves a half-sister, Mrs. Keller,
and several grandchildren, among whom are Mrs. W.B.
Lewis, who is the daughter of her son John;
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Sylvanus, Chism and Carrie May Hanly, the children
of her son Robert, and the children of her son
Sylvanus, who died recently in Pennsylvania, and
who married a sister of Mr. John F. Woodin of this
county.

From an issue of the HELENA WORLD of 1898.

* %k %
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HELENA WORLD, JULY 15, 1896

A large party of gentlemen went out in the
neighborhood of Stamp Creek yesterday and spent
the day barkecueing. A very nice spot was
selected and a right good . time was enjoyed by the
pPioneers. Several tables and a number of chairs
were taken out to the grounds and cards were
indulged in most of the day. About one o'clock
the dinner was served. Mr. J. H. Norman, that
veritable Prince-of-good-fellows, superintended
the cooking and serving of the elegant dinner.
Three or four cooks were taken along, but Mr.
Norman saw that everything was managed properly.
From four o'clock on the picnicers began re-
turning to the city, ang by seven o'clock the last
lot drove in. Among those who enjoyed the bar-
becue were: Messrs R.W. Nicholls, Jacob  Trieber,
Y. F. Harrington, J. C. Rembert, J. Stein, of
Memphis; Aaron Meyers, Jas. A. Tappan. Lee
Pendegrass, Walter Lucy, R. C. Burke, Joe Hudson,
Andy Govan, Walter Bush, W. R. Lake, H. S. Hornor,
J. J. Hornor, Moses Burke, H. H. Norman, Sam
Solomon, Davidson, W. B. Lewis, B. R. Fitzpatrick,
H. A. Washington, Col.Cad Polk, A. N. Tanner, and
John Ike Moore.

* % kk
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SACRED HEART ACADEMY
HELENA, ARKANSAS

The wrecking effects of the Civil War were
still evident on all sides, especially in the
Sunny South. Just fourteen years had elapsed
since "The Blue and the Gray" had blended into
a new nationalism before the historic Appomattox
Court House, when it happened that Right Reverend
Fitzgerald, Bishop of Little Rock Diocese, com-
prising the whole state of Arkansas, made appeal
to the Motherhouse of the Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth for a community of Sisters to work this
forsaken portion of the Master's vineyard. His
$.0.S. was heard and answered. Think you that
it cost no sacrifice to heed that summons? Review
then, just what were the conditions which these
Pioneer Nazarenes faced. Theirs was not the
glorious discovery and settlement of an entirely
new sphere. Ah, no! But the reclamation of a
waste and desolate district. To them was not
held out the lure of new conquest, but the labor
and trial of resuming arms that had been laid
down in despair. Into this unpromising and
forbidding district, in generous quest of souls
and ready for all the sacrifices which such pur-
suit entailed, a valiant band of six Sisters
came on August 22, 1879. They were Sister Estelle
(Superior), Sisters Dominica, Nina, Etienne,
Emerita and Symphorosa. After a very interesting,
if not convenient trip sown the river, they ar-
rived at the Helena wharf ( a miserable landing
in those days), on the twenty-second of August.
Truly those were the days to try men's souls.

The weather, always hot in the summer months,

=42=




was oppressive on the night of their arrival in
the land of beckoning sacrifice. But the welcome
of the dear, old Pastor, Reverend J.M. Boetzkes,
who had been anxiously awaiting their coming,
mitigated the otherwise unfavorable circumstances.
Indeed, it was like a strain of music to hear his
kindly voice give orders, "Drive around the udder
way," to the darky drivers of the dilapidated

cab in which they had travelled from the station.
How their zealous hearts rejoiced at realizing
that now in truth theirs was a task like Blessed
Veronica's to console the afflicted Christ where
few there were to love or serve Him. So they
presented their religious lives once more to Him,
begging that they might serve, and since then all
the works of the Sisters of S.H.A. have borne the
imprint of the features of the "Suffering Master."
Hence their capacity for work and trials has ever
been almost unlimited.

In September, 1879, a school was opened
under the name and patronage of the Sacred Heart.
No doubt the founders foresaw how very much of
His all-absorbing zeal they must acquire in order
to bear the numerous trials in their course,
trials the more bitter because so unlooked for
and so unprovoked.

To the young Helenians pursuing the seem-
ingly thorny paths of knowledge, it would indeed
be a revelation to learn how much more of con-
venience is theirs than was their forefathers'.
The beginning of the present splendid buildings
comprising Sacred Heart Academy and Convent was
one eight-room building, once the home of a
well-to-do Southern family, afterwards the home
and school of the Sisters of Mercy who were
forced to abandon the post. To this novel and
comparatively speaking good-looking school, the
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youth of Helena, Catholic and non-Catholic alike,
flocked. In fact, although no exact record of
enrollment is on hand, yvet from every statement
bearing on the subject, the average attendance

in the first days was fifty day scholars and
twenty boarders. During her term, Sister Estelle
made many improvements, including the building

of two class rooms and the two large, airy dor-
mitories for the boarders.

Though the draw-backs and petty inconven-
iences were many the buoyant spirit of the
Sisters survived, making sport of such elegancies
as a tin-can sugar bowl, ever-flicker lamps, etc.
But the presence of Jesus in His tabernacle under
the same roof with themselves made life more than
worth the living. Religion was indeed at a low
ebb. Attendance at Mass on the first Sunday after
the Sisters' arrival, consisted of themselves and
Father's hired man, Tom, who, in sanguine terms
assured the newcomers that with the Sisters' work
the Church would soon be filled.

The one great and estimable feature of these
early times was the whole-hearted cooperation
between Pastor and Sisters.

In 1887, sister Crescentia succeeded Sister
Estelle as Superior of the then promising Academy.
Her stay though but of one year's duration, was
long enough to admit of erecting the very pic-
turesque and useful colonnades joining the various
outlying buildings to the main one. The present
structure, St. Mary's Church of Helena, was built
by Father Boetzkes during the time of Sister
Crescentia's term.

Sister Carmelite's administration as Sister-
servant of the Helenian community, extended from
1888 to 1895. Under her able guidance many
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improvements were achieved. The present kitchen,
laundry, dairy, etc., together with a set of
wooden steps at the convent entrance stand as
memorials of that good soul's solicitude for the
humble places of life. Three pastors succeeded
one another to St. Mary's Church during these
eventful years. First, the dear, pioneer soul of
Father Boetzkes returned from its sojourn in

the unknown land to His Father's Heavenly mansions.
This was the cause of untold grief to the Sisters,
each of whom regarded him as a true Father ever
kindly solicitious about the spiritual and tem-
poral care of these dear ones whom he considered
as angels of light and peace sent to cheer and
help him. No doubt the interment of his body led
to the removal of many bodies which were buried
in the Sisters' garden.\ Tradition has it that
this was also the cemetery hallowed with the dust
of Arkansas' first Bishop, Right Reverend Andrew
Byrne.

The Reverend Father O'Reilly came to fill the
pastorate in Helena. His three years' stay
abounding in the eloquence of his voice reechoes
to this day. Due to his energy the old wooden
church was located behind the new one and was
dwelt in by the genial priest. From 1894 to 1901
Father Mazaret took hold of the ecclesiastical
labors. Father Mazaret accomplished the paying
off of the heavy debt on the church, had the
electric lights put in and so planned their in-
stallation that they could be first used at Mid-
night Mass on Christmas, as a practical reminder
that this was the hour when the "Light that illu-
mineth every man came unto His own."

Many were the general improvements effected
during Sister Evangelista's ten year regime. One
point of especial solicitude to the sorely tried
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Superior was the care of her own household, where
both Sisters and boarders were rendered as com-
fortable and happy as thoughtful love could make
them.

Sisters Geraldine, Mary Lawrence, and
Emiliana succeeded one another in 1905-1906-1907.
The first mentioned was a woman noted for her
executive ability. Sister Emiliana in her first
term as Superior in Helena gave promise of the
wonderful ability that she possesses. Besides
unnumbered general improvements and repairs, she
supervised the building of the compact set of
wardrobes which, at present, occupy the wall
space of the passageway to the Sisters' quarters.
Three years of incessant and enthusiastic endeavor
bore fruit in a revival of spirit around Helena.
The very efficient device of publishing the doings
and interests of the school was adopted with un-
relenting vim. Soon a realization was awakened
that Sacred Heart Academy was a very real and liv-
ing institution. Following Sister Emiliana in 1910
came Sister Columbia, probably one of the most
learned and capable school workers of the Nazareth
Community. How untiringly she labored to promote
the canse of education, even her pupils of that
period realized. After four years of strenuous
and seemingly unrequited effort, it was almost
decided to recall the Helena Council to Nazareth.
Upon further consideration, the Nazareth Council
reassumed the burden of maintaining this school
and sent Sister Emiliana to take charge once more.

Entering upon this undertaking with her
natural vim supernaturalized by zeal, Sister
Emiliana by hard strokes and clever aims set to
work to transform Sacred Heart Academy. Upon her
arrival, query discovered none of the former
teachers had been left to help in the suggestion
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of plans. School re-opened as usual, early in
September, but owing to rumors of its discontin-
uance, many of the pupils did not return. Imme-
diately the "Search Apostolate" was begun, and
resulted in a rather limited recall.

The Reverend P.J. Higgins had succeeded
Reverend Michael Enright as Pastor of St. Mary's
Church. 1Interest in Catholic affairs assumed an
especially bright outlook in the spring of 1915
when Right Reverend Bishop J.B. Morris of Little
Rock came to Helena for the purpose of adminis-
tering the Sacrament of Confirmation. The beauti-
ful reception tendered him revealed a marked
change for the better in the condition of Cathol-
icism in Helena. The growth of the school demon-
strated the necessity of larger accomodations.

An appeal made to the yotherhouse for permission
to build was not granted. Nothing daunted, the
Sisters kept steadily busy towards upbuilding

the standing and activities of the school. Public
programs presented by the pupils exhibited the
caliber of the training given. Little by little,
confidence grew, so it is not surprising to learn
that in December, 1915, the Hospital Association
requested the Sisters to take charge of the City
Hospital. Because of liabilities connected with
such a procedure, the proposition was declined by
the official voice of the Nazareth Motherhouse.

In May, 1916, the deferred permission to
assume building debts was granted. At once, the
matter was clearly stated to the people of Helena,
proving that the Academy was a financial asset to
the city. A rather successful campaign was con-
ducted to raise funds for the crection of a new
school building. In February, 1917, ground was
broken preparatory to the beginning of work on
the new structure. On May 24, the cornerstone

was laid by His Lordship, the Bishop of Little
Rock. The following December witnessed the formal
opening of the present "Sacred Heart Academy"
beautiful, durable and inspiring.

Busy is a very weak descriptive of these
years at the Academy. September, 1916, witnessed
the introduction of the Commercial Department in
connection with the Academy. For years, Helenians
had been anxious for such a school, since up to
this time all desiring to equip themselves for
business careers were forced to gain their train-
ing outside the city. This branch of the school
has flourished from its first foundation. The
scarcity of men during war-time gave fresh impetus
to it, making the 1917-1918 enrollment number
eighty pupils. 1In its eight years, three hundred
thirty-eight pupils have received business in-
'struction as students of Sacred Heart Academy's
Commercial Class.

Terrible as were the ravages of "The World
War" it awakened dormant powers in many lines.
For instance, the Senior Class formed a very
active Red Cross Unit and devoted all their spare
time to plain sewing in order to provide "Our Boys"
with necessities. Every Wednesday of the year
1917-1918 was given exclusively to this work which
was undertaken under the direction of several
prominent Catholic matrons of the city. The out-
put as estimated in June, 1918, was almost fab-
ulous. In the numerous drives, rallies and con-
tests of the time, Sacred Heart Academy took a
prominent part. Several public programs were
presented to raise funds to promote the Red Cross
Work. Special praise was allotted to our showing
in the great Red Cross Parade of May 19, 1918. A
good indication of the patriotic strain of these
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times may be the fact that the first prize in the
patriotic word list April, 1918, was awarded to
Estelle Davis, a freshman at Sacred Heart Academy.
In addition to this some awards have always been
claimed in every contest' by the exponents on
Helena's only Catholic school. Boy Scout Troop 3
was started to keep the boys alive to national
interests.

Another feature of highest importance in
our history was the organization of the School
Improvement Association April 29, 1917, with the
election of the following officers: President,
Mrs. B.J. Cunningham; Vice-President, Mrs. Ben
Lyford; Secretary, Mrs. Charles Young; Treasurer,
Mrs. A. Cottem. Never can too much encomium be
paid the work of this club. Its activities have
been as broad and comprehensive as the minds and
hearts of the members. An enumeration of the
improvements made would be impossible, so we must
be content to name the most significant: a set of
sectional bookcases, a victrola, a piano, electric
fans for the auditorium, fifteen young trees for
the adornment of the Arkansas street entrance,
stereopticon slides, and the monumental play-
ground equipment. In addition to these benefits,
the members of this S.I.A. annually preside at a
Linen Shower given for the Sisters. 1In the fur-
therance of every desire for the upbuild of the
school, the faculty turn with confident appeal
to the cooperation of this association. Nor are
its deeds simply commercial, one of its first
undertakings was the loving and devoted reception
extended to the beloved Mother General Rose at
her canonical visit of 1917. This stay of the
Mother General was so encouraging and the welcome
received so hearty that the Reverend Superior
returned to Nazareth with her ideas of the state
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of affairs in Helena quite reformed. And even
to this day, she recalls with joy the happy
occasion of her first visitation of the convent
in Helena.

Foremost always in partaking of progressive
action, the pupils of S.H.A. at the close of the
term 1916-1917 celebrated Shakespearian Tercen-
tenary with a most novel program introducing the
best known and loved of that master's characters.
The costumed actors traveled from the school to
the Opera House on beautifully decked floats.

The pageant was undoubtedly a masterpiece in plan
and execution giving each participant good and
substantial reason for remembering the most noted
works of Enyland's greatest bard.

The episcopal visit of 1918 was attended
with wonderful rejoicing, for besides his pontif-
ical duties, his desire led him to give this very
striking proof of his appreciation of the Nazareth
Sisters by officiating at the laying of the corner-
stone of the new Sacred Heart Academy. So im-
pressive were the ceremonies of this occasion that
I take the liberty to re-quote Thomas Moore's
lines, which were used at the close of the account
of this event:

"Let fate do her worst, there are
moments of joy

Bright dreams of the past which she
cannot destroy,

Which come in the night-time of sorrow
and care

And bring back the features that joy
used to wear."

The spirit of the Helenians was most commendable
at this time and reflected the beauty of persever-
ing effort to win "all for Christ."
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In the following fall, the terrible influenza
epidemic necessitated the closing of the school
during the month of October. However, during
this time those able to be on duty were kept busy
nursing the Sisters and the boarders who had con-
tracted the disease. This did not Reep the
faculty from dispatching two volunteers to nurse
at St. Vincent's Infirmary, Little Rock. The
weeks spent in hospital work opened up ever
lengthening vistas to these young enthusiasts.

Owing to war-times, the school building
was not completed until November. And then who
could measure the exultation of all in the grand
immigration to new and beautiful quarters! Though
this moving took place in November, the Formal
Opening of the new building was not held until
the feast of the Immaculate Conception when it
was duly marked by an appropriate program,
including a drama entitled "An Echo of Our Times."

For many years there had been requests for
the foundation of a kindergarten in connection
with the school, so in January, 1919, this new
department was opened. Its success may be read
in its products and growth.

At present it is a most stable establish-
ment, counting an enrollment yearly of twenty-
five tiny folk who after their training thus
received are equipped to make rapid strides in
their future scholastic work. The annual pro-
gram presented by the little ones is an event of
no mean interest to all patrons and friends of the
school.

The pupils during the school-year 1918-1919,
were entertained by some very excellent speakers,
chief among these was the world-renowned
Shakespearian impersonator, Mr. C.E.W. Griffith.
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Very touching accounts of war experiences were
given by Captain Flynn, Army Chaplain, Reverend
James Manley, and Lieutenant O'Brien. These
speakers were introduced by the Reverend Pastor
J.J. McGrath.

June 19, 1919, witnessed a truly beautiful
presentation of the drama, "Joan of Arc." This
selection was quite in keeping with the times and
with the spirit of the institution, religion and
patriotism.

Beyond the fondest hopes of pupils and
faculty, the first Commencement Exercises held
in the new School Auditorium were graced with
the presence of His Lordship, Right Reverend J.B.
Morris of Little Rock. This visit of our Bishop
was celebrated with a perfectly appointed banquet
served by the members of the S.I.A. The most
prominent citizens were present to evince their
esteem for this most estimable Churchman.

The Fall of 1919 was full of joy and pro-
mise. The war-cloud had passed and once more
civic and social enterprises began to revive.
So we discover all departments rising with high
zeal to new undertakings. Very early in the first
term of school, the Expression Class staged an
altogether novel program entitled "All About
Helena." The purpose was to raise funds by ad-
vertisement of the various business houses of the
city. The undertaking was highly successful and
enough was realized to buy the durable rubber
covering that shall for many, many years adorn the
stairs and corridor of the new building. By public
performances on two other occasions, funds were
acquired for the pipe organ installed in the chapel,
the chairs for the auditorium, and the artistic
stage curtain for representing the picturesque
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old convent.

Upon the anniversary of the formal opening,
the Sisters and pupils celebrated the Silver Jubi-
lee of the much loved and devoted Superior, Sister
Emiliana. No pains were spared to make this an
occasion long to be remembered by all partakers.
Reverend J.J. McGrath delivered a most beautiful
discourse congratulating the Jubilarian and in-
citing all to a deeper appreciation of the life
of a Sister. Various little festivities commem-
orated this event for several days.

Reverend Father Polk came during Holy Week
of 1920 as a missionary to keep alive the effects
of Father Luke Callahan's work of 1919. Both
these missions were faithfully attended and accom-
plished very much toward establishing a better
spirit among Catholic Helenians.

Toward the close of her second three-year
term at this mission post, Sister Emiliana's health
failed and she was compelled to submit to a change
of residence. This caused no small amount of
regret among her Sisters and the people in general.
However, she returned for a space in order to ad-
just matters for her successor. During the annual
retreat of 1920, conducted at Sacred Heart Academy
for the Southern Sisters of the Community, word
was sent to Nazareth asking that some one be sent
to relieve the Superior of her tasks, so on
July 10, 1920, the present acting Superior, Sister
Ursula, arrived to assume the onerous work of
director of affairs. Coming as she did during
retreat and during the residence of her predecessor,
those Sisters who were not previously acquainted
with Sister Ursula did not even know that the new
Superior was present. Sister Emiliana withdrew
from among these charges of her adoption in
August, 1920.

Bae

Two new features marked the opening of
school in September, namely, the initiation of
gymnasium training and team work, and the opening
of the experimental department in science. This
latter was rendered possible by the generous gifts
of the Knights of Columbus and of the ever faith-
ful friend of S.H.A., Mr. J.L. Solomon.

One of the most admirable features of the
present incumbent's term of office has been and
is a most delicate solicitude for the comfort and
hapriness of her charges. with insight given to
but few, Sister Ursula immediately took hold of
the situation in Helena. Realizing that many
years would elapse before this community would be
free of debt, it was decided to use all funds on
hand as payment on the pending cost of the lately
erected school. This meant that the money obtained
from the sale of the building lots into which the
upper section of the Arkansas frontage had been
laid out should be used towards reducing the big
debt and incidentally decreasing the interest.
Since 1917, when these lots had been put on sale
six had been disposed of at a good price. This
money had been kept on hand towards a new convent
but now was paid to the loan company. One more
lot was sold in 1921 and to date only one remains.
In view of the fact that the old convent must yet
be used as a Sisters' residence, repairs and
general renovation of its shabby condition began.
On October 7, 1920, the Sisters moved into a
substantially renewed Community Room. This was
but a single feature of the many improvements set
on foot. Whilst making the interior not only
livable, but even attractive, Sister also assumed
extensive interest in the farm and outdoor environs.
The excellent equipment of the children's play-
ground which was formally installed in October,1921,
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is a monumental testimony to the belief that
"happiness makes for goodness." Another memorial
of far greater significance is the truly devo-
tional "Grotto of Lourdes," erected about midway
between Church and School. The greater portion
of the money used for its erection was the gift
of the faithful School Improvement Association.

The School had been the fortunate recipient
of a durable flagpole, the gift of the Helena
Council of K.C.'s in 1919. Columbus Day, 1920
was selected as a suitable occasion for a formal
celebration of its erection. And so amid cheers
and smiles of these hearty Americans a handsome
new flag was raised to its summit to be greeted
by that most honored of patriotic strains, "The
Star Spangled Banner."

Reverend Fatﬁer A. Biever, S.J. after con-
ducting a mission at St. Mary's Church, gave
two very instructive, illustrated lectures at the
school auditorium in November, 1920. In the
course of the following year, the Reverend Pastor,
Father McGrath, began to fail in health. October
found him incapacitated for pastoral duties and
soon he withdrew to St. Vincent's Infirmary, Little
Rock, whence on the vigil of the Immaculate Con-
ception of his Queen and Mother he left for her
realms of bliss. Reverend J. Van Oudenhoven re-
mained in charge of St. Mary's from October 21,
1921, to January 1, 1922. Though his stay was
short, he endeared himself to the Sisters to whom
he showed every mark of care and solicitude. On
January 6, 1922, Reverend J.A. McQuaid, entering
upon his duties as Pastor in Helena, was given a
hearty greeting by the Sisters and school children,
who found in him a most solicitous father, a most
kind friend. Father is first in every movement
for our School.
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Two of the assistant-Mothers from the
Nazareth Home honored Sacred Heart Academy with a
most unexpected visit in February, 1922. Their
impressions of the Helena status suffered a com-
plete transformation during this time. In fact
the early days of the house had been so over-
shadowed with various troubles that for a long
period its reputation had suffered. The visitors
from Nazareth beheld with more than pleasure the
beautiful buildings, the splendid school equipment,
the healthy surroundings, the doodly number of
pupils, their manifest susceptibility to the
training, and above all the truly congenial spirit
that prevailed among the community which in the
past four years had been increased from ten to
fourteen Sisters. Without a doubt S.H.A. was
coming into its own share of praise and regard.
The children entertained these guests with an
impromptu program, followed by a dress rehearsal
of their Washington Birthday drama, which was
exceptionally well done.

Feeling the need of a strong spiritual force
to awaken the enthusiam of the children, the
League of the Sacred Heart was reorganized in
March, 1922. A grand rallying meeting inaugurated
this most excellent undertaking. The Diploma of
Union, enclosed in an appropriate frame, was given
a prominent position in the auditorium, to be a
constant reminder to the newly-enlisted leaguers.
In June of this same year, the Twentieth Century
Club gave the Academy a flag of Arkansas. Upon
this occasion, one of the presentation committee
delivered a very clear and satisfactory explana-
tion of the origin and plan of the emblem. Thus
in all civic matters the School received just and
gracious attention and co-operated in generous
measure.

The year 1922 was of particular importance
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in one point especially, namely that the Academic
Diploma was then for the first time conferred upon
a boy, Elton Winfield. To many readers this fact
may require explanation. But there is only one
reason to give and that is that Helena boys have

no other accessible facilities for High School
education under Catholic auspices.

The second canonical visitation of Mother
Rose occurred in October, 1922. Five years had
effected a world of change and chief among these
were the improvements in the buildings and general
appearance of the property. Mother noted with
woman's discerning eye the beautiful new asphalt
walks and steps which had replaced the antique
and precarious wooden ones of former days. This
time, the Superior-General travelled from Pine
Bluff to Helena and missing connections in
Clarendon, she became the honor-guest of an old
pupil of S.H.A. The stay in this town was in-
teresting to Mother Rose, who has a Keen sense of
humor and who inwardly smiled at the amazed and
questioning glances of all save her young hostess.
Poor little Clarendon was not intimate with
Catholic Religious!

Owing to political and religious factions
in Helena and its vicinity, the school enrollment
had been somewhat diminished this year. But the
general tone of Helenians had not altered to any
great extent except in those departments patronized
by non-Catholics.

The jolly sounds of the Yule-tide holidays
were just dying out when, in January, 1923, S.H.A.
presented the Concert Program of the gifted young
pianist, Miss Gertrude Henneman of Washington, D.C.
This production was under the auspices of the
Music Department, as was also the touching program
of the Foster Memorial in February, 1923. The

St. Cecelia Choral Club was affiliated with the
National Confederation of Music Clubs early in the
spring of this same year.

May 4, 1923 was designated by the American
Legion as a general Flag Day to be observed by all
schools. Mr. Luther Wilkes, representing Commander
Clancy, addressed the assembly in regard to
"Reverence to the Flag."

The most inspiring act of this year was the
establishment of The Ignatian Knights, our unit of
the Catholic Students' Mission Crusade. How zeal-
ously these young missionaries entered into this
great work may best be estimated by the fact that
this infant unit was represented by Bernard
Cunningham at the wonderful Convention held at
Notre Dame University August, 1923. Sacred Heart
Academy and Subiaco College were the only schools
in the Southern States who sent delegates.

How proud and happy the Ignatian Knights felt
in their new found activity was again testified by
their generosity in subscribing to "Mission
Causes." Before three months of existence had
pPassed, in September, 1923, our beloved Bishop
Morris was sent a fifty-dollar donation toward
the Bishop Byrne Burse. His Lordship was highly
pleased with this mark of co-operation and re-
sponded in most laudatory terms. The fact is that
Mission Work absorbs all hearts so that almost
any youngster gladly foregoes his usual treat to
help the great cause. The Crusade Meetings are
events of importance, while the rescuing of Chinese
babies has become the pastime of the hour. The
first achievement of each year is for our "Home
Missions in Arkansas."

Step by step the boys at S.H.A. had grown
in numbers and years so that in October, 1923,the
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work of organizing a Boys' Choir was taken up.

Splendid material was on hand and by the Feast great, unknown future! .A;ound thornfcrown and
of the Immaculate Conception, the lads were cross may the rays of divine love brighten her
trained to sing High Mass. Previous to this they darkest day!

had presented a public operetta. It is hoped that *

this work will aid in the endeavors of preserving
the adult choir. Since 1922, the Commencement

Exercises had been held in the Convent Chapel in These pages are copied from the text of THE
preference to the auditorium. Each year this HISTORY OF CATHOLICITY IN ARKANSAS, From The
event seemed to grow in beauty and impressiveness. Earliest Missionaries Down To The Present Time,
This was especially so in 1924, when the singing Published Under the Auspices of the Historical
was enhanced by the full, rich tones of the boys. Commission of the Diocese of Little Rock, by
St. Cecilia's Orchestra, a long established fix- The Guardian, Little Rock, 1925.

ture fo the Academy, has lent its yearly tribute
to the loveliness of graduation, likewise to
every "big event" of the School.

A beautiful fraternal spirit has arisen
and grown in the hearts of loyal pupils of S.H.A.
This is clearly evinced in the hearty responsz to
each invitation received from Alma Mater, whether
it be a summon to a Sodality meeting, a program,
or a fete, but above all to the Graduates' Banquet.
This last affair was initiated in 1919 to honor the
first graduate in the new building.

If some of the dear ones, who labored in
Helena during her "dark ages," should return now,
how overjoyed would they not be to witness the
fruits of what to near-sighted vision were Ffutile
efforts. One scene alone must rejoice their
hearts, namely the numerous efforts of the four
Sodalities, who approach Holy Communion regularly
on the third Sunday of each month.

The time has drawn too close to afford prop-
er prospective to the sketcher of this panorama so
the pen must stop when the sight calls "Halt."
All good wishes to Sacred Heart Academy of the
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UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS AT LITTLE ROCK

Department of History

Kenneth Yancey West Helena
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Port cC.
BCHey T oung Hede PUBLIC HISTORY AT UALR

2 e, HesE Hadena In the last decade there has been an increasing
Mrs. R. Eugene Orr Jacksonville, FL awareness of the uses of history outside of the
c¢lassroom. This type of history, public history,
brings the historian's skills and methods to such
diverse activities as museums, historical soci-
eties, archives, parks, businesses and government.
In the Central Arkansas area alone, there exists a
4 peceased large and growing number of both state agencies
and private organizations dedicated to the preser-
vation of Arkansas' historical and cultural heri-
tage. The tremendous growth in the efforts to
preserve the State's heritage have presented a
unique challenge and an outstanding opportunity
for members of UALR to join their professional
skills with those of agency directors and resource
specialists and provide a service to the students
and citizens of Arkansas.

Capt. Frederick Way, Jr. Sewickley, PA

*Sustaining Member

The Master of Arts in Public History (MAPH), which
beginning this fall semester is offered by the
Department of History at UALR, is a professionally-
oriented program designed to serve the need for
graduate education in this expanding career field.
Designed to train historians for work in both

the private and public sector, the MAPH. Program
combines instruction in the research methodology
of the historian with practical experience in

the form of an internship.

The first offering in the program will be this
Fall. Dr. C. Fred Wiliiams will direct a Semirar
in Arkansas History. This course, co-sponsored

by the Secretary of State, will be held at the
State Capitol. This Spring a Seminar in Twentieth
Century America and the Introduction to Public
History will be offered.




For further information contact: INDIANA TROOPS AT HELENA: PART VII

patricia Mooney Melvin CIVIL WAR LETTERS OF ARTEMUS W. ALLEN

Coordinator, Public History Program

pepartment of History 43rd INDIANA INFANTRY REGIMENT

University of Arkansas at Little Rock

Little Rock, AR 72204 Helena, Arkansas. October 2, 1862.
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501/569-3235 Lear Father,
As Lieut. Burley starts for home this evening,

1 will write a few lines and send by him as it will
go directly and probably I will not have another
chance as there is strong talk of a move from
this place. We thought we had marching orders
several days ago but we are still here, at least
we had orders to have ten days rations and hands
and be ready to move by the 27th. The 27th came
and is past, but we are not gone, but the ten

days rations are nearly gone, and so there is no
telling when we will go, but T think a move would
be very desirable. I understand since this army
came to this place two thousand soldiers have been
buried, so you may know it not a very desirable
location. Our Regt though, have not suffered very
severely by deaths, only five in the two months,
but a great many are sick out of six hundred
reported present, one hundred and seventy five

are reported sick, though I believe now they say
the health is improving. Jonathan Fisk has been
quite sick, though he is able now to knock around
the camp, but looks very bad, none of the rest of
the boys of your acquaintance have been anyways
bad. I have been hearing for sometime that

Jimmy has volunteered and would be here in a few
days, my private opinion is that he had better
stay at home, and I venture to say he will be of
the same opinion before he is here a week. I
think he could serve his country better at home
than in the Army, in fact I don't see how you
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can get along without him, and you had better
keep him there and I see there will be no draft
in Greencastle Township, so that will not inter-
fere with his arrangement. I suppose though as
he is a coming he will be here in a few days at
farthest. I see in the Commercial of the 25th,
that Jim Ballard was wounded at the battle of
Antietam, though it don't say where or how bad
and several from Greencastle was killed and
wounded. As I said at first I will send this by

? _Burley, who has a twenty days leave of ab-
sence, his health is very bad, and he is going
north to recruit up. I believe I have nothing
more of interest. My health is now very good.
Write soon.

Affectionately your son,
» A. W. Allen

* k%

In Camp. Helena, Ark. February 15, 1863.

Dear Father,

I saw a letter you wrote to Gonny yesterday
which put me in the notion to write you a few
lines though not in answer to any that I have
received for if I remember right the last one from
you was written the last (25th) of December, but
I see the rests letters, so get generally all the
news: 1In Gon's you deal rather harshly with me
from something I had said in some former letter
in regard to the way this war is carried on and
that T should be a little more patient and all
will be well, come out right. I have been trying
to cultivate that kihd of disposition, but I am
beginning to think that forbearance has ceased to
be a virtue and that there has been so much of
this blundering and so many incompetent leaders

that its almost enough to discourage the most
enthusiastic. I say there must be something

" rotten " somewhere, that we with an Army a
million strong cannot subdue and put down this
rebellion whose entire available force is not
over eight hundred thousand. I say to consider
this and see the progress we have made is anything
put flattering to our Army, but this is from no
fault ot the Soidiers! we have them, as good
fighters, and as brave men as the world ever saw,
but simply for the want of some leader, and then
when we have one that is competent, one that will
do something, the Powers that be soon throws him
out of command. I'm a McClellund man, and I
believe if he had been supported as he should of
been, the Flower of the Rebel Army, would have
been captured, and Richmond ours; Rocencrans

is a brave and good General, but if he gains
another battle or so, Hallack will susgend him,
this is what discourages me, that we have such

an ambitious selfish man as [allack as commander
in Chief, who never did anything, but march an
Army of a hundred thousand men thirty miles in
5ix weeks, and them let the Rebs escape without
knowing it for two days; this is all he ever
done for this war in the way of good, but holding
others back, and protracting this war. I was a
Lincolnite as you know, when I entered the
Service , so I suppose I should not say anything
against him or his famous Proclamation, it may
do a great good thing but I know it will have to
accomplish wonders to overbalance the harm. The
only e¢ffect that I have saw that it has done, is
creating dissatisfaction in the Army, and dis-
cord in the North. Three hundred Officers have
resigned on that account, just from this District.
This may be an excuse , but wouldn't it have

been better for Mr. Lincoln not to have let them




told you he had tendered his Resignation, it has
come back, with a little monosyllable, that spoilt
it, "not accepted." I was glad of it, but he says
he is going to try it over and keep trying until
he gets out. You mus'nt be surprised at this
letter as I have expressed myself in a way to you
that I never have before, all I want is for them
to prosecute this war with energy and accomplish
what we came out for and then send us home. The
boys are generally well, Bob Allison is still in
poor health. John I think will get him discharged,
Milt, Gonny, Jim Bob and myself are:all in good
health. Write as often as possible.

Have this to work on. The good its going to accom-
plish, I can't tell, and will drop this subject. I
don't wish to be understood that I am tired of the
Service, or that I wish to get out, only on account
of not doing any good. I came out to help put
down this Rebellion. I expect to stay until its
done if its done atall, but if they think of
Recognizing the Southern Confederacy (which I be-
lieve is intended) I want to get out as soon as
possible. I have an easy time, not much to do but
this is the very cause for part of the dissatis-
faction. We want men that will lead us, take us
against the enemy, and end the war not lay here in
Helena for a year, where Soldiers are dying off
like "Sheep with the rot", by laying in mud and
water where the stench from dead stock (when warm
weather comes)will make this place intolerable. I
say I want to leave this hole, but the talk is that
our Brigade is to remain here to do garrison duty
all summer, this is what makes me impatient and
tired (not from the duty I have to perform or from
any anxiety to be at home. I have written enough
on this subject and only want this war prosecuted
to the bitter end and am not concientious in the
least about the "Rebs "property", but am desper-
ately tired of "doing nothing" and want enough
work to keep my "spirits up".

We are now under a new Commander (U.S.
Grant)and probably may have something to do, this
army has been assigned to his command. The talk is
the great part of this Army will start down the
River soon. I learned from Mr. Hamlin that you have
a surplus of apples on hand. I hardly know whether
it would be safe to start them here by express oOr
not, but I'm willing to risk it if you are, and if
the Paymaster will only come willing to pay all ex-
penses. I'm nearly starving for apples, and none
to be had, so if you will only send three or four
barrels, they will be eagerly devoured, they sell
here For 5 cents apiece. Milt I suppose

Affectionately your sou,

A.W.A.

* k%

Camp 43rd Ind. Inftry.
Helena, May th 1863
Mr. Allen

Dear Sir:

I received your letter of the 5th

yesterday and it being a leisure time I concluded
to be prompt in replying at least once. I am
much gratified to learn that you are regaining
your fine health and hope you. may continue well.
My health continues extraordinarily good. The
weather here is very pleasant and mild in tempera-
ture rather cool than otherwise at times. I have
not been able to dispense with my flannel yet , a
thing I always was compelled to do once the season
was this far advanced at home. The nights are
very cool. I think if you can sell my pony for
$75 you had better do so and hereafter in trans-
acting any business for me use your own judgement
and I will be satisfied with the result. She will
be entirely too small for as "large a man " as I
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intend to be after I return to ride anymore.

The health of the boys is very good there being
less sickness in the Regt. now than there ever
was before. I have but three men in hospital
taking medicine and only eighteen men excused
from duty in quarters. The sick '#st cannot be
smaller than that in a regiment of men, Our
relatives are all well. Milt appears to be very
well satisfied just at present. Tell Mary that
picture she claims belongs to Mag. I cannot

write to Mag. anymore until she furnishes me

with her post office address as I understand she
had run off and gone to some obscure place
(probably Frogtown) in Il1l. I would have quite
an easy time if our Regt was all together but
inconsequence of it being scattered I am kept
busier than I other wise would be. T think a
company of those at the out posts will be ordered
in shortly. As it is I am idle two thirds of the
time if they were all here I would not be em—
ployed over one hour each day. I can use the time
to good advantage as I have some new medical
books that I am much interested in . It costs

a man so much to live in the army that he cannot
make any money. Clothing more than costs double
what it does at home. A common "blouse" that
cost me six dollars in Indianapolis is selling
here for 14 and everything else in proportion.

A dress suit here cannot be bought for less than
$35, pants $10 to $18- these things I shall be
compelled to have pbefore long and it goes very
much against my inclination to pay such fabulous
prices for them . The army here is in good
spirits notwithstanding the unfavorable news from
the east. We think the rebellion is certain to
have to succumb sooner or later and I for one
intend if my health will permit to see it out.

~79=

(glve my respects to all the friends and write soon.

Yours respectfully,
A. W. A.

*k*k

Artemus W. Allen

Record.?n Civ?l War, from Adjutant General Cards
in Archives Division, Indiana State Library:

Allen, Artemus Private Co.B 43rd Regt. 3 years
Enrolled Oct.3, Bainbridge, by Capt. Darnall
Mustered Oct.3, 1861, at Terra Haute, by
Capt. Morris Age 21 .
Dls?harged at Indianapolis Oct.3, 1864,
expiration of service.

Allen, Artemus Q.M. Sergt.
This card has same information as above.

Allen, Artemus W. Recruit Co.C 73rd Regt. 1 year
Enrolled Nov.1l, 1864, Indianapolis by Capt.

Cooper

Mustered Nov.1l, 1864, Indianapoli

i 7 polis by Lt.Ewers
Eyes Hazel; hair dark; height 5-10; i
o g 10; complexion

Nativity: Montgomery, Ky.
Occupation, farmer
Promoted to Adjt. 149th Indiana

Allen, Artemus W. Adjt. F&S 149 Regt. 1 year

Enrolled Feb.ll, 1865 Terre Haute by Gov.
’
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with biographical notes on Artemus.

_In addition to the expected information from
the Flve letters covering his early period of
nervice (from Helena and Little Rock), I have been
most struck by Artemus' statements that it was
presefvation of the Union rather than the slavery
(uestion that motivated his enlistment and that
the boredom of inaction was so overpowering

Mustered Feb.l1ll, 1865, Terra Haute by

R.W. Thompson

Age 24

Mustered out at Indianapolis March 1, 1865.
Allen, Artemus W. Capt.Co.2, 149th Regt. 1 year

Enrolled March 2, 1865, Indianapolis by Gov.

Morton

i o Indianapolis by Maj. nlthough the latter was to be taken care of

i according to rumor, by the assignment of a ;ew
general, thought to be named Grant.

Complexion dark
Nativity Montgomery Co., Ky-

Farmer
Mustered out at Nashville, Tenn., Sept.27, 1865.

Also enclosed is a copy of a complete in-
venForY of'the papers from our family to the
Illinois Historical Survey to the present More
recent papers are to be given them soon. g

* k%
Very truly yours,

Charles M. Allen
5025 Lynn Street
Cliamg ot BT, 61820 ! P.S. Aside from your letter, my wife joins me
in pleasant recollections of Helena. She was
along for the trip at the time I was chairman of
the North Central Association committee visitin
your then new Community College. There was e C
télk of the possibility of a training programvigr
pllots_for the inland waterways, which I note is
a reallty now. (Although the news magazine did
22;1:;Z)Tt was associated with your community

Phillips County Historical Society

623 Pecan
Helena, AR 72342

Dear Sir:

1 have cleared with Mr. Dennis F. Walle,
Librarian, I1linois Historical Survey, to which
organization my brother and I conveyed all pub-
lication rights to the papers in our family's
collection. He agrees that we will be happy to
have you print the letters from our uncle,

Artemus W. Allen. Because of our natural interest
in the matter, both Mr. Walle and I will appre-
ciate having copies of the "phillips County
Historical Quarterly" in which the article appears.

T enclose a copy of the service record of
Artemus W. Allen as reported by Mrs. Leona Alig,
manuscript librarian of the Indiara Historical
Society, with the thought that it may furnish you

*kkk
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A BOAT PARTY

Miss Zipporah McCoy entertained her friends
yesterday afternoon with a delightful boat par?y
on the steamer Maude. The steamer left port with
a large, gay party of young folks on board and.
steamed down the Father of Waters as far as Friars
Point. While enroute down the party divided its
time in conversation and listening to the sweet
strains of music made by several of the young
men who took their musical instruments along
with them.

During the journey back these young men
furnished music for those who wished to dance.
When the Maude had stgqamed back up the river as far
as rhe Williamson break in the levee an accident
happened in her engine rooms which compelled her
to put in to shore. A messenger was dispatched
to the city and soon the little steamer Grace
Velie went down to the Maude's aid and relieved
her of the excursionists, returning to the city
at half past eight o'clock in the evening. The
entire party expressed itself to the sweet
young hostess as having enjoyed the excursion
immensely.

*kk
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The ferry ROCK ISLAND
by
T. E. Tappan

" Capt. C. W. Stoll is the source for this
unusual photograph. The ferry ROCK ISLAND,
towing a decked barge, is crossing the Mississippi
at Helena, Arkansas in June 1920 with U. S. Army
trucks and personnel enroute from Washington, D.C.
to Los Angeles. 1In all 70 trucks and 170 men were
involved in the operation. This old-as-the-hills
ferry was built in 1875 at Clinton, Iowa, origi-
nally named the AUGUSTA and operated between there
and Garden Plain. After the Clinton bridge was
built she was sold, renamed briefly T. J. ROBINSON,
and then became the ROCK ISLAND in the Davenport-
Rock Island ferry run. Capt. Nettie Johnson
bought the ferry c. 1918 and transferred it
May 26, 1919 to Arthur C. Johnson, Capt. Fontain's
father. It served as the Helena Ferry, sometimes
taking excursionists to the St. Francis River,
until it beached on shore. Then, something like
the SOUTHERNEK in our last issue, it became the
home of the Johnsons until they built their home
at 834 Arkansas Street, Helena. After moving
day the old ROCK ISLAND was scrapved,
and her machinery went to another ferry built by
A. C. Johnson in 1922 named CAROLYN, For
some of this factual information we are indebted
to Capt. Fontain M. Johnson, Route 3, Box 714,
Golding Acres, Greeneville, Miss. 38701."

The picture of the steam side wheel ferry
boat, the ROCK ISLAND, and the above text
appeared in Volume 16 #3 September 1979 issue
of the S & D REFLECTOR, editor Capt. Frederick
Way, Jr., who is a long time member of the
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Phillips County Historical Society.

We wrote Capt. Fontain M. Johnson for a
copy of the photograph, which appears in this
igsue, as we had never run across this picture
pefore. We also researched the Helena world cf
June 1920 and found no reference to this troop
movement.

We did run across an article dated June 11,
1920, "BULLETIN-The steamer ROCK ISLAND grounded
at the lower end of the chute between Buck Island
and the mainland late this afternoon and sank in
fifteen feet of water. There were twenty
passengers aboard, but all were taken off safely
to the shore. Half a dozen automobiles composing
part of the cargo went down with the vessel."

The next day the‘WORLD issued a correction,
stating that it had just run aground and was
rescued later in the day by passing boats, and
that the six cars had suffered minor water damage

and could be salvaged.

A picture of the ROCK ISLAND is on the
following page.




Included here is a brief §ynopsis.o£ the
last two meetings of the Historical Soc1; i;t
Thesc reports weve prepared by Betty M. Fa i
president of the Society.

MEETING, JUNE 1981

The June meeting of the Historical Society
was held on Sunday, June 14: at 3 P.M. itdtgzd
Museum in Helena, The meeting was reschedu
because of the availability of the speakir o:
this date. The guest speakexr za;aSTErM;uZizsiing

i s Division o
gg:gaﬁzeiilg:lizz% she discussed wit? t?e group
the possibility of having ?aylor Publ;sil:ge
Company publish a county history o? W a y
call FAMILY HISTORY BOOKS. No decision wa:
made at the meeting as to whether or ?ot t! g :
Historical Society would undertake this project.

officers for the 1981-1982 yeér ar§ as %
follows: President, Mrs. Ivey Gladin; V1;e;P;:i;r.
dent, Mrs. Basil Jones; Secretaryf Elton .a c :
Treasurer, Mrs. C.M,T. Kirkman; Direcrtors; =
Jesse Porter, Mrs. Thomas E. Faust, Mrs. Lou
Wood, and Mrs. David R. Straub.

Note: The Historical Society Dire?tors have
decided not to have Taylor Publlsh%ng C?mpany
publish a county history or a "Family History
Book."
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MEETING, SEPTEMBER 1981

Otis Howe, local insurance executive and
member of the Historical Society, spoke to a
standing room only crowd on Sunday, September 27,
at 2 P.M. at the Museum in Helena. Wabash, a
farming community in south Phillips County, was the
subject of his talk. Howe is a native of Wabash
and a grandson of one of the founders.

In 1905, two brothers, 0.D. and W.H. Howe,
came from Logansport, Indiana, to Phillips County
looking for timberland to buy and cut. They rode
the train to the site of what is now Wabash. The
Howe brothers bought a large tract of timberland.
They named the town Wabash for the Wabash River in
Indiana which flowed through their former home,

logansport. Two sawmills were built, one at
Wabash and one at Helena.

After the timber was cut and the land was
cleared, the Howes began extensive farming opera-
tions, cotton, rice, wheat, soybeans and even
tobacco were grown. "The reason for coming to
Phillips County was the timber, and farming was
secondary," said the grandson Otis Howe.

Pictures from the extensive collection be-
longing to the Howe family were shown at the meet-
ing. Thses pictures depicted the development and
changes that have taken place in that part of
Phillips County in the last 75 years. These
included floods, levee breaks, logging, farming
and camping on the banks of Big Creek.

In 1979 Howe Lumber Company was sold to
Prudential Life Insurance Company.




The next meeting of the Historical Society
will be on Sunday, January 24, 1982, at the
Phillips County Museum in Helena. Winston Mosby,
veteran lumber manufacturer from Helena, will
speak on "The Lumber Industry in Helena and
pPhillips County, Arkansas."

Visitors at the Phillips County Fair at
Marvell in September had an opportunity to ex-
perience the Mid-America Center Museum. Volunteers
from the Historical Society manned the traveling
exhibit from the Hot springs facility.

"The museum is owned by all the vpeople

of Arkansas, and I feel a real responsibility to
ea of the state,"

share it with persons in every ar
explained Sterling Hankins, Museum Director.
"Outreach to those who live too far from Hot
Springs for a comfortable one dav trip has been
the problem, and this idea of an exhibit at the
county fair is one solution," he said.

The director came to Marvell to instruct
peration of the exhibits
£ those on the museum

the volunteers in the o
which were duplicates ©
floor in Hot Springs.

Historical Society volunteers included
Mr. and Mrs. Ivey Gladin, Mr. and Mrs. Ben
Davisor, Mr. and Mrs. Elton Batchelor,
Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Crisp, Betty Faust, Mrs. Basil
Jones and Rose C. White.
On the next page Morvene Gladin, President
of Phillips County Historical Society, and Sterling
Hankins, Mid-America Museum Director, are
pictured at the Phillips County Fair in September.
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THE HUSTLERETTES and the LULA HOTEL
By Virginia Merrifield Straub

In a series of articles for the Helena-West
Helena TWIN CITY TRIBUNE, Ted Woods recently wrote
about sports in Helena in the 1920's. In one such
article about the revival of girl's basketball
with a powerhouse team known as the Hustlerettes
in 1927 with Edna Campbell as coach, Ted wrote:

"The first team after the revival of the
sport featured viola "Sissy" Rightor, at jump
center, Peggy White and Cappi Rabb alternating
at side center - are those terms confusing you?...
the coach's sister, Ruth Campbell and Charlene
McCabe as forwards, and the Southard twins, Dorothy
and Helena, at guards.

"If memory serves correctly, only Sissy
Rightor and Peggy were lost through graduation,
and the Helena teams continued their domination
of the Fifth District for another couple of years."

This inspired a response from me as manager
of the team for in retrospect I felt one of the
Helena Hustlerettes greatest victories was not
on the court but in the dressing room. This was
the first girls team to be allowed to have a
uniform of shorts and jerseys replacing navy blue
voluminous bloomers and white middy blouses.

Talk about Women's Lib - this was it!

"another memorable victory was over the
Lula-Rich (Mississippi) Cconsolidated School in
1928 or early 1929.

"The Hustlerettes left Helena Friday after-
noon from the Illinois Central station trans-
ferring across the Mississippi River on the pre-
decessor of the Steamer Pelican. The railroad

car was picked up on the Mississippi side by an
engine and switched into Lula.

"It was winter and the train was heated by
a small pot-bellied stove that the conductor kept
stoked with coal, which put out quite a bit of
soot. You can believe that ladies in those days

wore gloves to keep their hands clean as well as
warm.

"after a glorious victory, the team spent
the night in the Lula Hotel which was upstairs
over the drug store. It had seven rooms, a bath-
room, one telephone in the hall, and sheets that
had not been changed since the hotel opened. Just
across the street were the Illinois Central tracks,

:long which the freight trains lumbered all night
ong.

"Lots of complaints about not being able to
sleep are heard to this day, but the truth is
that the Helena Hustlers, the boys team, had
played that night in Tunica and it was the phone
calls back and forth that kept everyone awake,
not the freight trains."

The poor landlady, (a Mrs. Baker) had as her
only other customer a travelling salesman from
St. Louis whose name she invoked repeatedly in
her futile efforts to quiet the Hustlerettes.

\ ?We checked out our recollections of that
trip with Cappi Rabb Lindsey and Sissy Rightor
Futcher, now of Philadelphia.

4 "It was Sissy who told us that in celebra-
tion, the victory theme was 'bringing home the
bacon' and that they bought a pound of bacon in
Lula which the team cooked on the pot-bellied stove
on the trip home.

"The Lula Hotel is no more and it's just as




well, but a generation of ladies remember it yet."

When Dale Kirkman read this exchange of
reminscences in the TWIN CITY TRIBUNE, she asked
4f T knew anything more about the Lula Hotel
since its existence was a surprise to her.

There was not a lot to know about the Lula
Hotel even in the old days and a phone call to
long-time Lula resident Lillian Dowdy Hill,
formerly of Helena, confirmed there is still not
much to tell.

Because of road conditions in Mississippi
and distances between towns, such small hotels
must have been a godsend. Mississippi had few
‘hard roads' until the 1940s; in the 1920s most
were Mississippi mud and the better roads were
gravel. A trip to Memphis by car through
Mississippi was not undertaken lightly.

Mary Mac (Eddins) Powell tells of a trip her

father made with her as a year-old baby, her
mother, a nurse, and a chaffeur. Just getting
from the Helena ferry to Lula took so long Mr.
Eddins was afraid they would not make Memphis
by nightfall, so he left wife, nurse and baby
to spend the night in the Lula Hotel while he
and the chaffeur plowed on to Memphis in their
open touring car. Baby and her entourage came
to Memphis by train the next day.

Most people of course took the train and
changed in Lula along with many suitcases and

the trunks necessary if the trip was to be of any

duration. Lula probably did not have the

'red-caps', such sophistication being more likely
in Memphis or New Orleans, but there were certainly

people to move bags, and none of these little
wheeled carts the weary traveller uses today.
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The train from Helena, with an observation
deck on the back such as presidential candidates
a1w§ys waved from, passed by the Powell Plantation
on its way to Lula where passengers changed cars
north to Memphis or south to New Orleans. Accor-
ding_to Lewis Powell who was born and lived most
of his adult life there, the Powell Store by the
tracks had a ticket office for a time and they

flagged the train if a passenger wanted to board.

Though not a notable structure, he did re-
call the Lula Hotel and its predecessor, the
Craven House, a two story frame buildiné also
known.as the "Green Beetle" for reasons requirin
no editorial comment. Miss Claudine, his motherg
had to stay at Craven House on one occasion but :

found it not to her 1likin
and moved i
the Lula Hotel. d e

: Today Lula is no longer on a highway and
tra%ns carry no passengers. Only the occasional
freight train goes through, just often enough to
keep.motorists watchful. And there's a Holida
Inn just ten miles over the bridge in Helena. ?
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LATE ARRIVAL

The photograph on the following pa

girls' basketball team of Helegapﬂg;hs:gzzofhe
during the 1927-1928 school year. The girls
were wearing their new uniforms of shorts
replacing the old bloomer and middy outrits
The trip to Lula that Virginia Merrifield ’
Straub describes in the article, was made the
next year when she was team manager.

Left to right:

siss¥ Rightor, Glenn Thompson, Joan Schrantz,
Ca{pl Rabb, Charlene McCabe, Ruth Campbell,
Wilma King, Peggy White, Edwynne

Go:
Edna Campbell. p = A
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