"TANTE'S" FAMILY HISTORY

Lucy Alexander Sanders
Born: June 4, 1875 Died: November 1, 1968

Lucy, or "Tante" as she was affectionately
called by all members of the family, lived a full
and complete life and until November 1, 1968, never
admitting to an ache or pain. Her fall in late
November, 1967 left her with a broken hip, but after
bone surgery, she made a remarkable recovery for one
of her age. She was always cheerful, bright and in-
terested in people and never complained about cir-
cumstances that fell to her lot. Her mind was clear
to the end and her handwriting was delightfully leg-
ible. We all believe that her death was reasonably
without pain and she went to God knowing that "a
place was prepared for her."

"Tante" was one of four sisters and one broth-
er--all of whom predeceased her. She never married
and worked in several jobs prior to becoming Librar-
ian for the Helena Public Library. She will always
be affectionately remembered by young and old for
her pleasing manner and helpfulness in finding the
right books for their use. The Library was kept neat
and orderly during her term of office and the mem-
bers of the Library Board constantly testified as to
her efficiency.

The Sanders family history which follows was
the work of "Tante." She researched and made copious
notes from her remarkable memory as to the happenings
and vicissitudes which befell the various members of
the Sanders clan. The Earl of Stirling, being the
earliest known family founder, was of English royalty
and had he lived to enjoy the grant from the King of
England, James I, of Long Island and adjacent lands
in the then known American Colonies and Canada, his
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progeny would probably now occupy a much richer pos-
ition from the standpoint of worldly wealth.

The Sanders women and men were smart, capable
and industrious. They were endowed with courage to
face situations as they arose and were devout Episco-
palians with strong belief in an omnipresent God.
While the last of the Sanders passed on with "Tante, "
they have left a heritage of continuing traits in
the children, grandchildren, and great nieces and
nephews now living in this age.

Hail and Farewell, Tante, and may you rest in
peace among the saints of God.

Warren C. Brown, Sr.
November 25, 1968

(Note: Mr. Brown was a nephew by marriage of Miss
Lucy.) -

*

ALEXANDER, William, (1726-January 15, 1783)

Revolutionary soldier, was better known as Loxrd
Stirling. Sir william Alexander, from whose family
he claimed descent, was a Court poet and favorite of
James I, from whom he received an immense grant of
land in North America. The grant afterward enlarged,
included Nova Scotia, Long Island, and a large part
of Canada, but was never carried into effect. The
favorite was created Earl of Stirling, and the peer-
age became extinct with the death of the fifth Earl
in 1739. William Alexander's father, James Alexan-
der (g.v.), was a Jacobite who emigrated to America
after the unsuccessful rising of 1715. He became a
lawyer and held various public offices.

DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY, edited by Allen
Johnson. Vol. l-Abbe--Barrymore.
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THE ALEXANDER FAMILY

A short sketch of the Alexander family, descend-
ants of William Alexander, Earl of Stirling.

Lawson Henderson Alexander, son of Wallace Alex-
ander and Nancy (Ann) Dobson of North Carolina, was
born in 1800.

In 1823, he married Lucy Jane Alexander, daugh-
ter of William Alexander of Virginia, brother of Wal-
lace. Although first cousins, this marriage was ap-
proved and sanctioned by both families. (Something
in writing testified to this.) He was a planter and
an owner of slaves.

Some pieces of the table silver are still in
the family. This presumably was bought in the 1820s-
initialled L H A, and tablespoons and teaspoons in
the shell pattern, marked C A Burnett. This firm is
listed as silversmiths (1793) Alexandria, Virginia.
(BOOK OF OLD SILVER by Wyler, Crown, N. Y.--1937).

While living in North Carolina, three children
were born of this marriage.

In 1825, Nancy--a familiar of Ann, according
to WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY.

In 1828, Quintina. This is a family name,
Scotch or Irish.

In 1830, Mark. This also is a family name.

) In.the early 1830s, Lawson Henderson Alexander
with family, household goods and slaves moved to
Arkansas.

In 1837, Sarah Jane Alexander was born.

In 1842, Lawson H. Alexander died.

(The D. A. R. papers were traced through Nancy (Ann)
Dobson, child of Captain John Dobson.)






