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IN MEMORIAM

This issue of the Quarterly is dedicated to
Bessie McRee, our late Membership Chairman and
Treasurer.

*

It is hard to write about Bessie for some rea-
sons, but it is not hard to write about her place in
the Phillips County Historical Society. She proba-
bly contributed as much as any other one person to
the life and progress of the Historical Society
since its beginnings. She was a charter member at
its organization in 1962, and became Membership
Chairman in 1963. She became Treasurer in 1965 and,
combining this office with that of Membership Chair-
man, continued in this double position until her
death in May.

At a time when interest in the Historical Soc-
iety was slight and its membership was not exactly
growing by leaps and bounds, she somehow managed to
get each Quarterly printing bill paid. She encour-
aged, reminded, telephoned, and in every way tried
to round up members. These things brought results
finally, and with the efforts of a few other members
to increase the size of the Society, the membership
reached 200 in 1972.

She had an extensive correspondence with out-
of~town members, taking time to answer questions
about articles in the Quarterlies and happenings
here.

We will miss Bessie in the Historical Society
and in other places where her interest and encour-
agement were felt.

*HK
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"THIS OLD BOOK"

The Civil War Diary Of
Mrs. Mary Sale Edmondson
Of Phillips County, Arkansas

Edited By

R. P. Baker, Archivist
Arkansas History Commission

1972
CONCLUSION

PREFACE

The vast majority of Civil War diaries which
have come down to this present time are those of
the soldier himself. They give a thrilling account
of the battlefield, the campfire and the march, but
usually little else. This diary is different. It
is an account of a different kind of battlefield,
the home front in the South. But it is no less a
story of privation, destruction and bravery.

This is the diary of a very literate southern
gentlewoman. It reflects her interests in the wel-
fare of her home, her husband and children, and her
Negro slaves. In it is captured the essence of a
way of life rapidly being destroyed forever by Yan-
kee Soldiers. Gone were the gracious ways, the
leisurely civilization and finally, life itself.

INTRODUCTION

MARY FRANCES SALE EDMONDSON was born Novem-
ber 16, 1816, in Amherst County, Virginia, the eld-
est of the eight children born to the Reverend
Alexander F. and Sarah Crenshaw Sale. In 1821, the
family emigrated with a large group of their fellow
Virginians to Lawrence County, Alabama, and settled
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near the county seat of Moulton. Here they made
their home for a number of years.

In 1848, Mary's brother, John B., a lawyer by
profession and the fifth County Court Judge of Law-
rence County, "was seized by a desire to try a new
Country" and removed to Aberdeen, Mississippi. It
was no doubt through her brother's new friends and
acquaintances that Mary met a widower from Pontotoc
County, Mississippi, Dr. Albert G. Edmondson. Dr.
Edmondson's first wife was Caroline Pinson and they
were the parents of three children: William, Mary
E., and Caroline L. The first Mrs. Edmondson died
about 1848 or 1849.

Dr. Edmondson and Miss Sale were married in
Mississippi on May 23, 1854. Their first child,
Alexander, was born April 20, 1855, but died eight
days later. Their second child, John Albert, was
born on May 23, 1856.

In 1857, Dr. Edmondson, his father-in-law,
Alexander Sale, and two of his brothers-in-law,
William and Melville Sale, joined the great Ameri-
can move westward. Choosing Phillips County, Ark-
ansas as their new home, they settled northeast of
Walnut Corner. Here they bought over one thousand
acres of land in the Blackfoot or Central neighbor-
hood, along Spring Creek Road. William named his
plantation Granmedi, and the home shared by Dr. Ed-
mondson and the rest of the Sale family was called
Holly Grove. Some of the other families which made
up this neighborhood were those of: Judge John T.
Jones, George R. Johnson, Richard Ford, Thomas and
John Gist, Joseph Green, Arthur Robinson, Richard
Anselm Blount, Amos Jarman, James Cook, Alexander
Graves, Warren and Jack Smizer, Dr. T. R. Welch,

F. H. Dade and David Threlkeld.

On September 20, 1858, Mrs. Edmondson's third
child, Sarah Susannah, or Sallie, was born - only
to die on June 24, 1860, ironically the same day as
the birth of her fourth and last child, Louise






