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have comc down to this prcsent time are those of
the soldier himself. They give a thrilling ac-

courit. of the battlefield, the campfire, and the

march but usually little else.
ferent. It is an account of a different kind of

battlefield, the lhome front in the South. But it
is no less a story of privation, destruction, and
bravery.

ern gentlewoman. It reflects her interests in

the welfarc of her home, her husband and children,
and her Negro slaves., In it is captured the
essence of a vay of life rapidly being destroyed
forever by Yankee Soldiers. Gone were the gracious
ways, the leisurely civilization and finally, life
itself.

"TEIS OLD BOOK"
The Civil %ar Diary of
irs. Mary Sale lidmondson
Of Pnillips County, Arkansas
Edited By
R. P. Baker, Archivist
Arkansas History Commission
1972
FART V
PREFACE

The vast majority of Civil War diaries which

This diary is dif-

This is the diary of a very literate south-

INTRODUCTION

MAKY FRALCHS SALY iDMONDSON was born November

o b




16, 1816, in Amherst County, Virginia , bhe eldest
of the eight children born to the Revereond Alex-
ande?r F. and Sarah Crenshaw Sale., In 1112, the
family emigrated with a large number of Lh(’wir
fellow Virginians to Lawrence County, Alabama

and settled near the county seat of Moulton, ’Here
they made their home for a number of years.

In 1848, Mary's brother, Jokn B. a lawyer by
profession and the fifth County Court Judge of
Lawrence County, "was seized by a desire to try a
new Country" and removed to Aberdeen, lMississiopi.
It was no doubt through her brother's new I‘rie'rx25
and acquaintances that Mary met a widower from
Pontotoc County, Mississipvi, Dr. Albert (. Sd-
m?ndson. Dr. Edmondsonts first wife uas Caroline
Pingon, and they were the varents of Lhree chi].d:
ren: William, Mary ., and Carolina L. The
first Mrs. Edmondson died about 1848 or 17,9,

) .Dr. Zdmondson and Mise 5ale wer: married in
Mississippi on May 23, 185h. Their first child
Alexander, was born April 20, 1855, bt died ei:ht
days later. Their second child, John Alhert 'vaé.
born on May 23, 1856, B

In 1857, Dr, Rdmondson, his fatiwrr—in-l-:
Alexander Sale, and two of his hrotherg-i 'n—]f'"
William and Melville Sale, joined the ~reat Amori-
can move westward. Choosing I’hil ips mmf*' Are
ansas as their new home, they settlod rm:'th:';;"g A
of Walnut Corner. Here they bouzh! over o.n('; t ous-
and acres of land in the Blackfont or Central s
neighborhood, along Sprins Creclk Roa-. ""'s"-ifm
named his plantation Grannedi, and the ! s
by Dr. Edmondson and the rest of th:
was called Holly Grove. Some of he ol r “ami-
lies which made up this neighborhoed wer tinse

e

of: Judge John T, Jones, George R. Johnson,
Richard Ford, Thomas and John Gist, Joseph Green,
Arthur Robinson, Richard Anselm Blount, Amos Jar-
man, James Cook, Alexander Graves, Warren and
Jack Smizer, Dr. T. R. Welch, F. H. Dade and
David Threlkeld.

On September 20, 1858, Mrs. Edmondson's
third child, Sarah, Susannah, or Sallie, was born-
only to die on June 2k, 1860, ironically the same
day as the birth of her fourth and last child,
Louise Titus, or Lou. Mrs. Edmondson died on
February 7, 1865, after several months of illness.
Dr. Edmondson died in Phillips County in 1885.

3#
DIARY

December 10, 1863, Thursday. Last night Dec.
9 was made memorable to us by the reception of
letters from Caddo (Parish, La.) and (my brother)
Will--Jennings Blount brought them from over the
creeki they were forwarded by (Capt. W. H.) Craw-
ford + for Will to us and were the first we have
had gince the 15th of Sept. My dear mother was
taken ill the day our poor Davy died here; she
seemed to be recovering the second week in Novem-
ber, when Will was with her--they had not received
any of my letters, except one written in August
and Sept.--Will's clothing started to him between
the 15th and 20th of Nov. by (Frank H.) Hoyt 2
and (W. R.) Coats, and letters by (J. C.) Shell;
he had not got them when he wrote but I hope he
has by this time. Another fearful battle has been
fought in East Tennessee, whether it was such a
defeat as we first heard remains to be seen; we
hear conflicting rumors and Federal papers claim




it as a sgplendid victory.

December 20, 1863, Sunday before Christmag--
this time last year our hearts were pladdened by
Will's return to us--and especially by the convva-
lescence of my ever lamented fathor. I have
dreamed such peculiar dreams of him and my dear
mother of late, our troubles; and apprehensions
are constantly multiplied and increased. 1 have
found gome comfort lately in private prayer and
religious reading; my father's hymn book has
been a gad, sweet companion to me, and I have
found light and help spiritually in looking over
his books and particularly such portions as are
marked by his own hand--Oh my father, my father--
how I lament my opportunity unimproved, now logt--
if my soul had been in unison with yours more
continually when I was blegsed with your presence--
(now I have no human face to turn to for sympathy
or instruction in those things, which concern me
most) I should be able to instruct my children
but to (late), I am not--'tis but the "blind lead-
ing the blind"--here a life time has been by me
wasted in trifles that are worth nothing! Lord
help me to redeem my time, and grant me the guid-
ance of thy Holy Spirit!

December 25, 1863, Friday. Christmas day,
the children were made happy by having their stock-
ings filled last night in a manner mysterious to
them--although Albert suspected that the bountiful,
(bewiskered) "Kriss Night" lived at home with ug--
but Lou's faith was entire--Henry, the (only)
negro child on the place, was equally happy;

December 27, 1863, Sunday. The next day Al-
bert was taken sick, then I was sick again and
then Lou; the weather became rainy--I had one

visitor previous to the change of weather and

my sickness--Miss Betty Lane, who brgught Dr.
(Hector M.) Grant's daughter, Katey,” to spend

the day with me, Carrie has gone to Mrs. Robin-
gon's to spend the Monday of Christmas with them--
who have had like bereavements with ourselves.

The previous Christmas. she, Mrg. RolLinson, had
around her table T or 8 young people at dinner;
her husband and (her) brother (William J, Wilburn)
also; now, of that company four were dead in the
bloom of youth; our darling daughter Mary, Mrs,
Robinson's sister Bettie Wilburn, Mr. Robinson's
cousin, Mr., (William) Prewett, and a soldier named
Suggs 5 —=Mr., Robi?son had been for weeks a captive
at Alton (prison).” Mr, Wilburn (her brother,
William J.) scarcely does stay a night with his
bereaved sisters —-my honored and lamented
father had also passed from this earth and entered
into rest, since that Christmas day; so that both
our families felt disposed to spend part of this
Christmas together. The day had been spent by me
mostly alone in reading and meditation, profit-
ably I hope.

Jamary 31, 186L4. I have written nothing for
this month, On the first day of the year we found,
on rising the thermometer l, degrees below zero,
where it continued till 12 o'clock. It has been
very cold this month; stock have guffered for
want of food, shelters and attention; our old
sorrel horge died of disease and cold., Ve got on
extremely well having plenty of wood, and Dick and
Jake to bring it to us. Dr. kept fine fires. He
and Albert caught between 30 and LO partridges in
traps and pens--and I don't know how many other
birds Albert caught in the yard of various kinds,
chiefly snow birds, but Doves, Redbirds., Flickers
and Larks were all abundant (how sad to have to




feed upon (them) ingtead of feeding and protecting
such innocent bright creatures!) We fed them at
the door, and our Holly trees afforded them sub-
gtance for two weeks or more. Sure enough the way
was opened for ws to get salt, Dr. did not go to
town~-and met with opportunity, most unexpected-
ly, of getting 1t mo bhet wa could kill our meat
at two different times., If the Yankees would
let vs alone now--I live as well as I can...
while my country suffers. We have continued to
get shoes for all who needed them this month and
last. My dear husband has succeeded in getting
boots of himgelf for which he was sadly in need.
The Lord has been good to us. Oh, that our grat-
itude was equal to our merciec--undeserved as are
they! Lord help us to keep our hearts--that we
may trust fully and calmly in thy protections and
guidance through the atoning blood of thy son--
our Savior. Oh, keep us from sin; lead us not
into temptation-~but deliver us from evil--for
Thine is the power--Thine is the glory--forever,
Amen}

February 10, 186l, Wednesday. The wedding
day of my dear parents--on the first of this month
I had a letter from Will dated Dec. 20th--had
written to him previously by (B. F.) Reynold '
going out with (John R.) Swan ®--not gone yet.

On the first of this month my hustand was arrest-
ed by the Federals, from a scout of (Faj. Zagleton)
Carmichael's 9, who took one gun, Papa's old shot
gun (single barrel) that had been a flint lock LO
odd years, and when the Confederacy tcok all the
available guns in the country that were left; and
we had a percussion lock (put on it) to kill hawks,
owls, and other such things with. They also took
dear Mollie's little Derringer Pistol, a gift to
her from Mell several years ago and altogether

b

valueless to any but ourselves., They caused my
dear husband to mount his horse, which he took out
of the plough and ride with them several miles,
when his remongstrance caused them to allow his re-
turn home that night--on condition he would re=~
port during the ensuing week as soon as the con-
dition of a very sick patient wonld permit to Gen.
Buford in Helena. This seemed a very sad alter-
native to us, for we were told he would in no case
come out thence till he had sworn what he consider-
ed a most unholy oath unless he should be sent to
prison at Alton (I1linois)-~we were amuch troubled
in spirit--sought council of men--some said go
promptly, others said not--but he was only released
from a ride that might have caused him much suffer-
ing--and the loss of his only horse worth the name--
by promising to go.

February 1l, 186lL, Sunday. Mrs. Underwood,
who had lingered long in a helpless disease, died
on the tenth; +the next day he prepared to go on
the 1lth, not knowing but it might be days, weeks,
or months before he should see his family again.

I do not know what his feelings were altogether
except that he was much distressed at the impogsi-
bility of taking an oath imposcible for him to keep,
or to inhabit a prison he believed would soon
terminate his existence. The cry of my heart con-
stantly to God was "Lord help me to say honestly,
Show us the risht and help us to prefer it", politi-
cal consideration and selfish feelings aside,
strengthen him to do right--in Thy sight. "Lead
him--us not in temptation" (this should be, I think,
"Leave us not in temptation" for God tempts no man,
5t. James has said, but deliver us from evil, for
Thine is the power" (Aunt Sue) It seemed to me

it could not be right for him to take false oath
for any reason., 1 fasted and prayed and tried to
become in a condition as well as I know how to pray

75




honestly and fervently that Cur lMather in heavon
would make him a way of escape--I know that he
coulds T begrged that he mizht find favor witn

his enemies--that friends micht be raised up to
(help) him--that he misht have calmness and self
possession--that he might, above all be saved from
chooging to sin to avoid what seemed evil. And
now my children~--God, the prood God, answered that
prayer in every particular--a friend, was unex-
pectedly present at the Ceneral's when your fatler
arrived there, whose introduction of him was a
benefit. Your fathcr did find favor with...
General (Buford) in whose power he w ¢, and was
not required to take that oath. (He has told me
(Aunt Sue) since that he had determined to do so,
as he went to Helena--rather than leave his help-
legs family and go off to a distant prisone..so
the prayer of faith--the "effectual fervent pray-
er" of his wife saved him from that sin, which
might have caused his spiritual (deatr.).) He had
several important favors granted him, and returned
to us in health and safety--for which undeserved
mercies we humbly gratefully thanked and praised
over our gracious God! Yet severe trials are
still before us--not-with-standing the kindness

of our enemies in town--but the same God is able
to deliver us, to strengthen us, to endure and
will do it, if our hearts are right before him
and we ask his delivering and sustaining grace
trusting him.

February 15, 186l, londay. lirs. Vim 10 ana
Mrs. (J.) Warren Smizer 1l spent the day with me.
It was rather a pleasant day. I was plcased for
Lou to have a decent, well behaved little girl to
play with--Iucy Smizer--Mrs. Fragser came over in
the afternoon. Sister Winn and I had some relig-
ious conversation and covenanted to pray at a
certain hour each day for the peace of our country

=B

(and) the restoration of our Church privileges--
and a revival of religion in our family and
commmnity .

FOOT NOTES

1 He was in Company A. Dobbins! 1lst Arkansas
Cavalry. Muster Rolls, Dobbins' lst Arkansas

Cavalry.

2 He was a member of Company A, Dobbins! 1st
Arkansas Cavalry., He was born in Pennsylvania,
the son of Rolan Hoyt. He was captured "in the
woods" May 12, 186l near Helena by General Buford.
He died at the U. S, Hospital at Helena of his
wounds, July 11, 186k, IMster Rolls, Dobbins'
1lst Arkansas Cavalry.

3 Dr. Hector M. Grant 37 Ky.
Sarah Grant 35 N. C,
Joshua H. Grant 8 Ark,
Sarah (Xate) Grant, Jr. 7  Ark.
Mary Epps u8 N. C.
Thomas A. Sale W7 N, C.
A, C. naite 28  Ky.

Household No. 830, 1860 U. S. Census. St. Francis
Tovmship, Phillips County, Arkansas.

Kate S. Grant (1853 - 1903): Inscription list Maple

—

Hill Cemetery, Hclena, Arkansas.

I Unidentified

5 He was captured October 7, 1863 in Phillips
County, Arkansas, and sent to Alton, I1lincis. He
escaped December 27, 1863 and was recaptured and



sent to Ft, Delaware, New Jersey, April !, 186).
A. W. Robinson, Muster Rolls, Dobbing! lst Ark-

ansas Cavalry.
6 Jenny Graves and Mrs, Robinson

7 He was in Company A., Dobbins' 1st Arkansas
Cavalry., He was captured March 23, 1863, and jail-
ed at Helena, then exchanged April 28, 1863. At
the time of his enlistment on January 1, 1862, he
was 19, 5 ft. 8 in, tall, In Jamuary, 186k, he
was on detached duty in Phillips County, Muster
Rolls, Dobbing! lst Arkansas Cavalry.

8 a captain in Company A, Dobbins! lst Ark-
angsas Cavalry. He was 5 ft. 1l in. tall, had
light complexion, light hair and blue eyes, Ibid.

9 Cormander of the 15th Illinois Cavalry;
he was known as a notorious house-burrner.

10 Winn or Wynne. Perhesps the wife of J. A.
Winn, 1866 Phillips County Tax Book.

11 Joseph W(arren) Smiser (Smizer) 38 Tenr.
Martha P. Smiser 23 Tenr,
Iucy A. Smiser 8/12 Ark,

Household No, 428, 1860 U. S. Census, Planters
Township, Phillips County, Arkansas.
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MELVILIE SALE PASS

This pass through the Confederate lines, which
was issued just a few days before the Battle of Hel-
ena, was found recently in a scrapbook at the Phil-
1lips County ILibrary.

In the August 26, 1863 entry, Part I of the
Edmondson Diary, Mrs, Edmondson wrote:

So my children, to begin aright I must
say for the record that on the last day of
June, 1863 your honored Grandparents (the
Reverend and Mrs. A. F. Sale), Sister May
(Mary Elizabeth) and your Uncle Melville Sale
started to La, with the remaining servants who
had remained with use.

336 36 3 3 K I I 3 3 3 36 I 3 I 3 3 S 3 I % 6 ¢

The tour map guide to Helena was prepared by
the Historical Society for the Helena National Bank,
and coples were mailed to all Society members with
the December, 1972, issue of the Quarterly. It has
been reprinted in the amount of 5,000 copies by the
Marquette Committee for the Marquette Tri-Centennial
celebration in July,

Another project of the Historical Society whose
successful completion can be attributed in large part
to Tom Tappan, is the recent printing of a magazine
of pictures and information, entitled, "Historic
Helena - West Helena." This project was sponsored
by the Chamber of Commerce, and the magazine will be
gold during Serendipity Week and as long as there is
a demand for them.

E10n

e T

BARTON W, GREEN, 1828-1893,
after whom Bartcn, Arkansas was named,

=13
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COURT WBLSE.

THE OLT) COURT HOUSE

On the preceeding page is a picture of the old
Court. Fouse, which stocd on the site of the present
Solomon Plsyground, facing Market Street. The fol-
iowing erticle appeared in a 1912 issue of the Hel-

INCICENT COF THE PAST

As an incident of the remote past, implying
more than ita quota of pathos and regret, the fol-
loving invitation of a date of upwards of two score
vears ago, to a state funciion of more than usuval
brijliancy, will bestir in the minds of surviving
relstives and friends, rapidly fading memoirs of a
most havry and felicitous evente.

In the lene list of names of prominent resi=-
dents of both city and courty which follows, the sad
fact stands out that of the total number, but three
are now alive, the remaining ones having long since
passed into the Great Beyond, or else removed from
this city.

The function referred to was in commemoration
of the formal opening of the present county court
houge in the latter weeks of June, 1870, just L2
years ago. Following is the invitation as it ap-
pears tecday -~ much yellowed with age.

CHAND COUNTY BALL.
Helena, Arkaneas.

You are respectfully invited to attend the

Grand County Ball, at the new Court House, in Hel-
ena, on Thursday, the 16th of June, 1870.

-15-



Committes of Arrangements.
J. C. Tappan, W, H., Rogers, J. S. Monnier, L. H.
Mangum, Jas. M. Hanks, Col, C. Polk, Jno, I. tore-
man, Edward Porter, John T, Jones, Sam Brooks,
W, E. Moore, B, Y. Turner, T. M. Jacks, Dr. D. A.
Linthicum, J. B, Miles, David Bruton, M. Brennan.
Committee of Invitation,
A, Thompson, John J. Hornor, J., H. O'Connor,
A, Wilkens, S, I, Clark, Rees Davis, L. L. Johnson,
Thos. B, Hanly, J. A, Jackson, J., H, Penney, L. Cage,
W, P, Taylor, R, N, Bailey, C, N, Underwood,
Floor Manager,
John J. Hornor,
Assistant Floor Managers.

R. N, Bailey, W, H, Stone, J. H. Penney, S. I.
Clark,

Reception Committee.

J. C, Tappan, B, Y. Turner, M. Brennan, Thos,
Brooks.

Dancing to commence at 9:30 P. M.

Gentlemen will present this at the door.

L
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AN OLD FRILND GONE
HISTORIC OLD ARMORY HALL, OF CHuCKERED CAREER, RAZED
From The Helena World, July 24, 1899

The old Armory Hall has been torn down; the
workmen have completed the work of destruction
that age and weather had advanced so far, and the
building that has served more different uses and
has had a more checkered career than many men live
through, is to be known no more. It has had a
brilliant rise and a pathetic fall; it has served
out its usefulness and outlived many who once
flitted gaily about over its floor and awoke mirth's
echoes under its rough old roof. It has seen men
as busy as bees when it served as a cotton house;
it has guarded property as a warehouse when still=-
ness reigned within its walls; it has seen brave
uniforms and echoed to the tramp of marching men;
it has seen such actresses as Fay Templeton and
Julia Arthur, when they were in the beginning of
their careers; it has looked down upon such gala
affairs as the present day sees here no more; it
has becn honored by the greatest gatherings of
the wit and the beauty and the gallantry of the
nast generation; it has resounded to the strains
of dance music and the merry laugh of care-free
men and women; it has seen a noted character die
in pitiful loneliness; it has been left and neg-
lected by the gay crowd that once filled its hallj
it has been turned over to the colored brother
and his festival and seen high revel held; it
has been buffetted by wind and rain and fallen in-
to decay beyond repair, and now has gone the way
of all the world, So with many a man,

o
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The Armory Hall was built by Mr. H. P.
Coolidge in 1867 for a cotton house., It was
erected on Water Street, between Water and Diag-
onal Streets, east of what is now known as the
public square. Shortly after that Water Street
went into the river; when the caving threatened
to take in this bunilding it was moved to Ohio
Street, where it has been for so long a landmark.
At that time there was a boat landing just above
the foot of Perry Street and the cotton was rolled
from the building to the river. In the division
of the Coolidge estate it fell to Dr. F., N. Burke,
and afterwards pagsed into the possession of Dr.
A. A. Hornor,

Alonz about the year 1878 it was rented to
gomeone for a skating rink and here is where its
gociety career started. A good floor was built
for the rink, Then about '79 the Helena Rifles
went into it for an armory. In 1880, as near as
can be ascertained, a minstrel performance was
given there by such local celebrities as Elkin
West (and there never was a better professional
negro mingtrel, they say), W. G. Williamson, Tke
Brickey, Morris Bernhold, William Peterson Nelson,
Frank Christiana, L. J. Wilkes, W, B. Denton, Sam
Faulkner, and others, and it had been launched vo-
on its theatrical career. In the Spring of 180,
Fay Templeton and her opera company opened a week's
engagement there and presented Pinafore, Juanita,
Pirates of Penzance, and other light operas. She
was then young in fame; she, John Templeton, and
Alice Vane were starring in the companmy. In the
following winter Julia Arthur, who has since ah-
tained to the pinnacle of theatrical fame, apreared
there at the head of a barnstorming company in a
three nights!' engagement, presenting The Two (r-
phans (and by the way, the big old drauvghty build-
ing let in not only a realistic, but a
scene), The Banker's Dauvghter, Tonden Assm

~18-

ater in the scason Fay Templeton returned for
] , but a terrible blizzard raged and

C tarpanlins were hung on the walls to keep
out the bitter cecld, the building could not be
heated and the engagement was called off.

Later society took possession and many bril-
liant aftairs were given there. For about ten
years society reigned supreme there. It was the
scene of all the gala occasions of those days.
But its decline had begun before it was finally
abandoned for the new Library Hall,

After this the Helena Light Guards occupied
it as an armory for some time.

A few years ago old Red Mike (Mike Malloy),
who was for years a curious character here, was
found dead there, Mike had been living in one of
the little rooms adjoining the stage and was sup=-
posed to have congsiderable money hidden about the
old building. But Mike drank too much for a miser
and the treasure hunter about the ruins of the
old hall will probably be poorly rewarded for his
trouble.

Of late years the colored brother has held
high revel there occasionally with his festivals,.
The recent hard wind, about a month ago, inflicted
some damage; the work of tearing it down was be-
gun a few days ago and Saturday's sun poured its
purifying heat and light down upon the dank ground
that the old building had kept from the light of
day and reserved for a home for vermin for more
than a quarter of a century.

So must decay give place to new life,

=10=




the best character. There is much cistern water

. now used, previous to which the towmship was very
CONDITIONS REPORTED IN PHILLIPS COUNTY unhealthy as the natural water is very unwhole-

MORTALITY SCHEDULE REPORT-1850 some .

St. Francis Township: As will be seen, a

PHILLIPS COUNTY - Q. K. Underwood, Ass't Marshal large majority of the deaths recorded are from
. cholera and scarlet fever, which diseases have
M-F-él—E—M Township: The soil is Mississippi A prevailed in this township at intervals for two
River bottom, the entire township is liable to i rears. The soil is diversified - partly river
overflow, The water used is principally from the %ottor;x partly second rate upland panv:l partly poor
Mississippi River. The growth is principally hilly ]’.and l j
cotton annual. ¥\ i
Walmut Tovmship: Walnut Township lies be-
i hhlﬂ"fllie {ac;mghipz ihez}eliare twohcauses tween the Miscissippi and St. Francis Rivers and
ich are calculated to make 2 to'[ms ip un- much of it is low and liable to overflow. As will
healthy; the first, at least two thirds of the be seen the cholera killed a number of Negroes.
townshig i: l:.lable Yo almos;‘t annual over?‘low and It was thought that many of those who died could
the next the description of water used, it being have been saved had good management prevailed.

generally from the St. Francis River which in
character is very unpleasant,.

Big Creek Township: The greater part of Big
Creek Township is what might be termed first rate
upland and is generally high and dry. The water
is generally from wells.

Town of Helena: It will be seen that the
scarlet fever prevailed to some extent in the
town of Helena within the year ending June 1, 1850.
The character of the soil ig immediately in the
town near the river, Mississippi bottom but with-
in half mile of the river rich clay hills set in.
The timber in these hills is principally oak, ash
beach, etc. Water used is Mississippi River,
cigstern and wells.

Searcy Township: A large portion of Searcy

Township is liable to overflow unless protected
by levees. The soil on the second bottom is of

~20- ]



Name

Atchley, John
Atchley, Sarah
Bailey, John
Barney, Mary J.
Bayliss, Adelia
Bayliss, 4nn
Bayliss, Mary
Bayliss, Mary
Bond, Sanford H,
Boyd, Margaret
Brent, J. N,
Brown, John M.
Brown, Mary
Brunson, Robert
Capfluner, John
Carpenter, Elizabeth
Carter, Sarah
Chillers, Sylvester
Clarke, C, M
Clements, Isabel
Collins, Wm.
Coolege, Ema
Cowley, John H,

LIST OF PHILLIPS COUNTY DEATHS

2R = E ER=R = Ié?
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Born Died Cause of death

Tenn, Mar, Fever, 6 days

Va, Nov, Dropsy, chronic

Ark, Aug, Unknown, 2 days

Ala, Oct. Fever, 21 days

Tenn, Apr. Consumption, chronic

N. C. Apr, Fever, 6 days

Tenn, July Fever, 7 days

Tenn., Apr, Cong. fever, 8 days

Ark, Sept. Worms, 3 days

Ark, May Teething, 20 days

N. C. Jan, Cholera, 2 days

Tenn, Mar, Unknown, 2 days

Ky. Nov, Scarlet Fever, 4 days

N. C. Oct. Consumption, 60 days

Tenn, Dec, Consumption, 42 days

Ala, Feb, Unknown, 3 days

Miss, Dec. Scarlet Fever, 5 days

Miss, Aug, Cong. chill, 2 days

Ia, May Cholera, L days

Arg, Feb, Pneu., 7 days

Miss, Dec. Billious Fever, 9 days

Ark, Feb, Scarlet Fever, 1 day

Ark, Mar, Scarlzt Fever, 15 days
=23~
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1850 MORTALITY SCHEDULES OF ARKANSAS

The surmane is listed first. Age is given in years, unless an infant of less
than one year, which is given in months or days. Sex is noted by M and F, An M or W
in the Lth colum indicates if married or widowed. Place of birth, state and if
known, also county. Month in which death occurred. Disease and cause of death.
Length of illness is generally given in days, or as chronic, sudden, etc. Deaths
were listed from the county where family was enumerated, although the death may have
occurred elsewhere,

Name % Sex Born Died Cause of death

Kiler, Mary J. F irk. Aug. Unknown, L days
Alexander, Hester 28 FM Ss Cs June Infl. of Idver, 10 days
Alexander, Mary A, 2 F Ark, Aug, Cong. chill, 2 days
Anderson, Anna L0 FM Ala. April Unknovn, 10 days
Anderson, Elizabeth 19 F Ala, April Unknown, 6 days
Anderson, John : 7 M Ark, Feb., Cong, chill, 2 days
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Name Sex Born Died Cau
T T—— £ P I B SotiTe, mws
Gilly, Harvey 2/12 ¥ Ark,  Sept. Unknown, 3 days
G111y, John 26 M S. C.  Jume  Mortification, 10 day
’ (-]
Gilly, Margaret 18 F Unk, Sept. Fever, 6 days
Gilly, Wesley 2l MM S. 6. June Billious Fever, 6 days
Grimes, L. L. st v e s
Grimes, ¥ilson 21 M Taw, i D iy
Grisham, Narcissa 1/12 F e e G, sy
Hacker, Mary 10/12 F Ark. April  Teething, 42 days
Halsell, Calvin 30 MM Ky, Sept.  Cong. chill, 5 days
Halsell, William L M Miss. June Fever, 20 mm«d
Hardy, Joseph P, 7 M Ark. April wowu.“_.m.w Fever, 8 da
Hathway, Alice E. 3/12 F Ark, Oct Cong. chill u.w 7
Hayden, James J. 7/12 M Ark,  Feb,  Unknown, sudd o
Hayden, Sarah F, 35 FM Ky. Aug Fever m mnadou
Hicks, Edwin 1 MM N.C. May  Unimown,sudden
Hicks, Sally c, 5. 2 Atk.  Jme  Cong. chill, 1 day
’ . e
Ficky, Mary 2 ¥ mww. mmm. e s
Hicky, W. S. 48 M Tenn, movm. dEBosuu 5 da g
Higgins, John 8/12 M Ark. Sept.  Cholera, 1 gn%u
Hodges, Ann P, 38 FM Ga. Aug (¢ m.mg N
Hodges, Spence 1/12 M i, Seh.  miea i
Holt, Henry 12 M Ala, Sept.  Billious Fever, 5 days
«25-
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Name Age Sex Born Died Cause of death
Craig, wm. MM Unk. Ma-, Pneu., 10 days
Daniels, Mary 16 F Ark., Sent Unknown, 21 days
Daniels, Wm. C. i M Tenn. Aug, Worms, 3 days
Davis, Catharine 6 F Ark, Aug, Cong, fever, 2 days
Decker, Francis 1 M Ark, Feb, Small Pox, 1l days
Delk, Baldwin 5 M Miss. Feb, Scarlet Fever, L days
Delk, Mary C. 7 F Miss. Feb. Scarlet Fever, 3 days
Diamond, Isadore 10 F 111, May Scarlet Fever, L days
Dickson, Joseph 5 M Tenn. Oct. Eryspelas, 10 days
Dickson, Mahala 30 FM Tenn, Oct. Fever, 3 days
Duke, Rebecca C. 10 F Ta. Jan, Unknowm, 9 days
Elliott, Sarah 60 F Unk. Jan. Fever, 6 days
Filbric, Dudley C. 3L MM Tenn., Jan., Cholera, 1 day
Filbric, Mary 22 FHM Tenn. Jan. Cholera, 1 day
Foster, Jasper 5 M Miss. Apr. Scarlet Fever, 16 days
Foster, John 16 M Tenn Apr. Searlet Fever, 17 days
Foster, L. 1 F Miss. Arp, Searlet Fever, 13 days
Foster, Rebecca 18 FM N. C July Cholera, 9 days
Garretson, E. J. 2/12 F Ark, July Inflamation, 3 days
Gatlin, E. E. Lo M Md, Sept.  Accident, 15 days
Gillen, Jacob 10 M Ala, July Fever, LO days
Gillen, Ulric Z. 3 M Ark, Oct. Cong. chill, 3 days
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Name Sex Born
e Bofm R g

oonland, za F Ark.
Murry, James B, MM Tenn WMW wwwmsmu > dige
N . . opsy, chronic

eely, Julia A, FM K J
Ne Vi Yo uly Cholera, 1l days

ely, Wa. MM  TI11,  Jume  Cholera, 2 day
Nickols, Nancy F Ark July ¢ 2 2
014 . roup, 1 day

nger, Mary F Ark Feb Chol.

Parke . . olera, 2 days

arker, Ophalia F Ark. Jan. Croup, 3 day
Patterson, Eleanor F Avk, Jan zogm. . s
Perkins, Salina PR 56 dm e
Platt, Robert M Ark P o e

. sened, 10 days
Pulk, John M Mo, May Cholera, 1
Porter, James M, M Ala, e s HmwmQ
Prather, Mary F Wiss. Sect. Cong. ehilly 1/b as
Prince, Giles MM Ga. Feb. oo:ugvdwg. 15 y
Reed, James H. MM Ky Aril  Tofi. of Tugs, 20 a
Reeder, Wm. M Fed P Tnkno of mzumm.. 20 days
Rice, Edward M Coxin s c o, O gaye
Rile F ° May anm.OH HﬂﬂWMu ik day
ys Francis F Miss. June Fever, 5 days

Riley, Lethia O, FM  Miss. Nov Tafl e
Ro . . » of brain, 10 days

seberry, Mary F Ark, Mar Unknown, 1 da;
Roseberry, Wm. M Ia. .FE.W Qco“_.mu.mb 14 4
Royal, Davis T. M Atk.  Deo,  Dikuow, 3 days
Ryan, Mary A. F N. C, Sept. dEQQB“ 7 days
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Name Sex Born Died Cause of Death
¥o1t, WMargaret v =, Topt. Dillious Fever, 7 days
Jones, Almira F Ala, April Scarlet Fever, 6 days
Jones, Davis T. M Ark. Oct. Worms, 5 days
Jones, Henrietta F Ark. Oct. Chills & fever, 3 days
%idd, Geo. We M Ark. Dec. Scarlet Fever, 5 days
Xidd, Sarah F, F Ark. Dec. Scarlet Fever, 5 days
Xing, Edward B. M Ark. Sept. Fever, 60 days
Kincaid, Oscar M Ia. April Winter Fever, 3 days
Knightly, Aron M Ia. April Pneu. 3 days
Koonce, John He. M Tenn. Nov. Cholera, 1/2 day
Lowary, Jom G. MM Tenn. Sept.  Fever, 20 days
Martin, Leanora F Ark. May Searlet Fever, 9 days
Martin, Littleton MM Ky. June Cholera, 1 day
Martin, Mary C. ki F Ark. Oct. Fever, 9 days
Martin, William 5 M Ark. June Cholera, 1 day
May, Monroe 8 M Tenn. Avg. Cong. fever, 3 days
May, Theophelus 3/12 M Ark, April  Cong. fever, 2 days
McCloud, Dorothy L F Ala. Sept. Cong. chill, 1’s days
McCloud, Nancy M. 1 F Ga. Nov. Scarlet Fever, 10 days
McCone, Henry L. 2 M Ark, April Tnfl. of bowels, 18 days
McCone, John E, 2 M Ark. April Infl., of bowels, 12 days
McCone, Mary 7 F Ark. Sept. Infl. of brain, 12 days
McGonigal, James H. 2 M Ark. Aug. Unknown, 2 days
McGrew, Sarah 33 F Tenn.  Aug. Childbed fever, 6 days
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Name

Age Sex Born Died (o]
Wilians ause of Death
Emam“ W«Wuﬂw 7 M| e July Cholera, L days
Wit Ky. Sept.  Unknown, 3 days
hrow, Geo. 3 M Ark -
. Oct. Cong. chill, 1 d
Woods, Emily 33 FM N. C h - s ay
Wright, E S e ever, 20 days
ght, Elizabeth 28 F Ia Feb
Wr . eb. Dropsy, chronic
ight, Martha 6/12 F Ack 3
Yerby, Henry 7 MM . uly Infl. of brain, 1 day
Va. Oct. Killed by his slave
~29-
Name Wmm Sex Born Died Cause of Death
Saint, John We N Ark. E5ril  Scarlet Fever, 20 days
Sanderlin, Mary M 3 F Tenn Sevt Billious Fever, 10 cays
Sevorn, John L9 MM Ky. Dec., Consumption, 35 days
Shell, Margaret 19 FM Ky. Nov. Fever, L days
Shrader, H. 8 M Ga, Jan Sesrlet Fever, 7 days
Simpson, Elizabeth J. 13 F Ala Oct Dropsy, 7 days
Simpson, P. L. 3 M Ark, July Worms, 60 days
Simpson, Ridh'd 37 MM Tenn, June Cholera, 5 days
Steel, James 6 M Miss. Jan, Fever, 6 days
Stevenson, James 28 M Ky. Jan, Cholera, 2 days
Sullivan, F. P. 27 M Tenn., Avg Terpid liver, 5 days
Thomas, Bethany 1 F Tenn, Oct Fever, L days
Thomas, We Jo 16 M Ga. Sept Infl. of brain, L days
Thompson, Martha 21 F Ky. April Consumption, chronic
Thornton, Helena 20 FM Ark, Oct. Consumption, 10 days
Tolleson Luisa L1 FM Va. Jan. Cholera, 1 day
Tolleson, Sarah Jane 13 F Ark, Jan, Cholera, 1 day
Tully,Arabella B. 2 F Ark, Oct Cholera, 1 day
Tully, Henry 18 M Miss. June Unknown, 1l days
Tully, L. Bs 13 M Miss. May Shot accidently
Tully, Luisa I FW N. Ce Oct. Fever, 10 days
Tunstall, Geo. 9 M Miss. July Cholera, 12 days
Underwood, Susan 63 FW Va. Nov. Unknown, 1L days
Webb, Wilson 28 M N. C. April Dropsy, chronic
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the text will so indicate. It is the ;",mw.‘ [S) )
writer that this article will st.m:ila‘:__,e.cl:,n.o;-:.
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Phillips County (which in its orur;ma_l ?I‘;:G) ]f_vt
questionably included all or nm'tﬁ of all D?‘('af.l.‘ 1
day counties east of the White and 11.- Bla@z Rivers
and south of the south linc or" ]-m:rr(mce Co gty as
originally established by th@ll.ec:‘n.sl??,‘.:re 0
Migsouri) to write doim such %nj‘nrmal,s.on .f.‘or p{-e~1
servation in records of Phillips County Historica
Society. AllL rights are herc'l?y r@serv?d tf.J use
all or any part of the folloving material in
future publications.

James Vachel Delsha
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WHAT WAS THE COMMUNITY OF BARTON?

It has been found difficult, if not almost
impossible, to write of the comings and goings
and items of interest about the early settlers
and citizens of Barton, Phillips County, Arkansas,
without including some of those within a radius
of five or more miles of its Depot and the stores
and residences clustered around it, including the
town itself and the commnities of North Creek,
Iexa, Latour, Lick Creek, Planters and Vineyard,
all of which at various times had post offices,
none of which were ever incorporated, but never-
theless were so close as to be actually in walking
distance or ghort trips by horgse and buggy to Barton,
where much of their business dealings were trans-
acted., With this in mind, the following is found
in a pocket-size Notebook of Columbus Shackelford
Belsha apparently used as a "Day Book" of items as
they happened. The item is not dated, but other
items preceeding and following it indicate it was
in the 1876-1878 period:

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. Ly ENUMERATION

Coolidge Place (11) 2)
Mrs. Renfroe ( 8) 6
Tom Wallace

s#Barton (a person)

*Jarman

*Blount
West

*Keesee
Sawan (Swon?)

*leatherly
BEuty
Kloene
Blankenghip

Wlaters

=
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NNl NANr SN

7
26
L
11
ail
N
7
13
2
L
12
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Green, B, W. ( h; %é
Bibb (2 2
Hugh
fh (e2) 20
Cook E g% lg
Johngon, Olin e
Totals (69) 221
227
69

168 - - colored

i ition was obviously done before some
changzglifagiibers were made in both columns, there-
fore the error in the first column (69)3 hogev??%
it is clear the intent was to show numbers of whites
and numbers of colored in the families, or mori ‘
correctly of those attending sghool from each‘ aig
or plantation. (Asterisks 1§d1cate thosekaONihat
have been north of present Highway L9). Note 0
Mrs. Renfroe was named; the 1880 Census shows she
had married Jos. F. Graves prior to that cen§us,
so the enumeration had to be befgre he? marrlagé.
The Coolidge family owned the NEz Section hha? :
all of Section 10, Township 2 South, Range ﬁain’
being 5% miles east of the Barton Depo?, asbs 0
on the map drawn by Mr. F. B. SheldQn in Fel rui?y,
1871, attached to Vol. T, No. 3, Phllllpstio%nlzha
Historical Quarterly. The chllqren of bo t;
families were no doubt listed with those onha e
Tom Wallace farm; where they are known to Cvi
lived for a time. Family legend tells that ho -
umbus Shackelford Belsha taught schonl somew ered
and authored an arithmetic textbook, but tlmebi? 5
place, or whether or not the b?ok was ever p%h is
od are uncertain., Time of their arrival in g
North Creek-Barton area is knoqn ?o have bizz e-
fore or in May, 1866, when Benjamin Tafaye
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Belsha, son of C., S. Belsha, was born at North
Creek. Note particularly that the School District
extended as far north as the Keesee plantation.

While both Belsha families were living at or
near Barton when the foregoing Emumeration was made,
the following Lease shows their interest in farm-
ing land believed to have been in the North Creek
or Vineyard neighborhoods; (Actually a Deed of
Trust - - Mortgage on a leasehold interest).

Book "V" of Deeds, pages 683-8l, Phillips
County records: Deed of Trust from James L.
Belcher and Columbus S. Belcher, dated June 17,
1869, recorded September 18, 1869 - - mortgages
crop on the Williamson Bonner place, shown by
Census records to be in the North Creek Post Office
area, but from adjoining owners to Mr. Bomner, quite
near the Barton area. Family No. 280 was William-
son Bonner; No. 282 was John Vineyard, and No., 283
was William I. Vineyard, Presbyterian Minister.

While some originally thought the Cook-Belsha
correspondence was too exclusively about Central
Church and Cemetery to be included in an article
about Barton, considering the foregoing we believe
it will be agreed that it is basically informative
of people who gsettled and lived in the original
community of Barton - - even before it was so named.
It is true that some of the Lane and Long families
moved north as far as Rondo, Moro, Marianna, Haymes
and Gill in Lee County and Forrest City and other
parts of St. Francis County.

THE LANE AND LONG FAMILIES

The family of Drury H. Lane are descendants
of Thomas Lane, born in year 1635 and died in
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Surry Coun Virginia in 1708; the'ramlly hist-
ory is trazgé down to Drury H. Ia§e in "Layne-
Lain-Lane Genealogy" by Floyd Benjamin Layne%
Chapter "K". Drury H. Lane and family came to
Lauderdale County, Alabama, bhefore 1850 andl?e—d
gided near the family of Craven Belspa ghg hz;z_
on land he and his son James F. Belgna a nel
gteaded in 1820, on the Tennessee River nea T
community called Gravelly Springs. ?&at irea ol
about half way between Florence and ut@? io,

bama; ‘therefore the two famll}eg were 0O ‘ zﬁg o
acquaintance before coming to Phlll}ps gogn %Ae <
angas. Drury and hig family were liste 1nh i
18L0 Census of Bedford County,'Tennessee, g in

all of hig children except Julia Ann were borne

The 1850 census of Lauderdale County, Alabama
ligts Drury H. Lane with wife Agness and cpllgren
Henry, Sarah, Mary Elizabeth, Susannah, Phillip,
Agness, Moses and Julia Amn, Another daugbter,f
Caroline Matilda was listed th@t year as wife 018h9-
Richard Long, who she had married December 313 : 3
she was probably a twin of Henry: Henry marrie
Georgiana and lived in Laugerdale '
County, Alabama, With children Caladonia, a daug 863’
age 2, and son Drury, age 1, as reported in ?he 1
Census; they apparently never came to Phillips .
County, Arkansas; Sarah married Columbus Shackg -
ford Belsha February 11, 1857; Sugannah (callg
Sanonnah and Nonie) married Charles Lafayette1 ong
December 19, 1857, both marriages in Lauderdale
County; Mary Elizabeth married James L. Belsha in
Phillips County, Arkansas October 18, 18663 also
in Phillips County, the daughter Agness mar;iegk)
William Jacks, and Julia Ann (called Julia 'ra .
married Thomas W, Wallace; Moses never married, an
we have no record of Phillip except the 18§O Census
of Phillips County, so it is supposed he died younge

The 1860 Census of Phillips County, Arkansas,

~3L-

lists the family of Dymry H. Lane and Agness and
the family of Richard Long and Caroline M. in
Planters Township, Williams Shop Post Office.

Note that two men named Belsha married daughters
of Drury H. Lane, and two men named Long married
his daughters. The Layne-Lain-Lane book is to be
found in the Genealogical Section of Arkansas Arc-
hives, Little Rock. It contains histories of many
other families of those names, and the writer of
this article has some further facts on the family
set out therein in Chapter "Ku,

THE IONG FAMILY

Michael ILong, said to have been born in Ire-
land and called "Irish", is found in the 1830 Census
of Lauderdale County, Alabama, with wife, five boys
and one girl. They also settled near the Craven
Belsha homestead. We have no record of him prior
to that, but his wife l'ancy is reported to have
been born in Georgia, in which state is found records
of a Long family of early seating there, in which
the name Ifchael appears repeatedly. The 1850 Census
of Lauderdale County shows Michael and Nancy with
children Lafayette, Jasper, Rebecca, Mary, Phillip,
and George, all born in Alabama. Lafayette's full
name was Charles Lafayette Long, and he and Richard
and their families appear to have been the only
ones to come to Phillips and Monroe Counties, Ark-
ansas., Richard ap eared in the 1860 Census of
“hillips County, with wife Caroline M, and children
Angeline P, age 10, Nancy E. age 7, and Mary F, age
3, all born in Alabama, which indicates they also
arrived in Phillips County about 1857.

Charles lafayette Long [first appears in the
1670 Census of llonroe County, Moro Post Office,
which shortly thereafter was included in Lee
County, where in the 1820 Census Charles Lafayette
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Long and his wife appear in Spring Creek Tovmship,
with children P. W. (Phillip Washinzton - called
Jaba), R. 0. (Richard Owen), both born in #labana,
and Ida, age 13, born in Arkansas (wh;c.:h indicates
they arrived about 1866-67. Tda, William W. and
L. 0, (a girl called Lilla lee - - true name prob-
ably Drucilla) both born in Arkansas. Charles
Lafayette Long, known as Jaba was a well-known )
farmer near Gill and Hayres, lee County ‘and on his
homestead in the soutimest part of St. Francis .
County. He and many of the Long families al.‘e said
to be buried at or near Gill. Mre. M. W, Miller
(Fula Vernetter) Miller, who operated a custon
bakery at 123F Perry Street, Helena, is a de;‘cendant
of Richard Owen Long. Mrs. Charley daters (Cladys
Long) of Poplar Grove is the youngest Caur',r.:ter of
Jaba Long. She has a son by a former marriage,
Cugter Thomas, who lives in Marianna. Others of
the family are still to be for nd at Gill, llaynes,
and other parts of Iee and St. francis Counties.

THE HENRY WINBOURNL COOK CORh x_j_‘_’i’j_)li%x'CE

The follouing lettare are published here ver-
batim as written, with a few exce tions guyﬁested
by Mr. Cook. Asterisks indicate a deletiocn, none
of which detract from the original texts but were
made for clarity and contimuity of the story and
its intent. (JVB)

¥r. H. . Cook Re: North Creek--

Apartment 1-T Iatour~--Central

357 Curson Avenue Chvrch and Cere-

Ios Angeles, California 20036 tery- - and Sarly
' Jettlers of

Dear Mr, Cook:- “hillips County

While in Helena and Phillips County last month
your name and address were gilven me +rith the suzsest-
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ion vou mizht be able to give me some of the basic
facts ahbout old Central Church and Cemetery at
North Creek, “hillips Ceounty and by what method
lots, plots, graves, etc., were transferred to the
familics whose members are buried there., Also,
can you tell me vhen the church was abandoned and
finally burned or otherwise destroyed? I believe
I attencded services there with riy father as late
as 1915 or 1916. Was that possible?- - I mean in
the last church building there.

Iy interest in this is by reason of the fact
1+t yy fatber teld me many of our family or families
are Wwricd there, vet as of now there are only grave-

: for Voses /. Lane and his sister Bettie

v Klizabeth Lane) Belsha, first wife of James
T. Belsha, my rreat uncle; also Uncle Tom Wallace
znd his wife Julia Ann Lane Wallace, alonz with
their only child, Julia Frank Wallace. Della Slate
“lalker, wife of Ed Wolker, is buried in the same
lot, but is not actually a relative., Her tombstone
is still intact. She was daughter of Sarah
(Chappelle) Slate Belsha, second wife of James L.
Belsha, by a former marriage.

Other relatives knovm to be buried there are
Asmes Lane Jacks, wife of William Jacks; Sarah
Pearse (Belsha) Spain, wife of Charles B, Spain
and daughter of James L. Belsha who is knowm to
be buried there next to his wife Bettie, but there
is no stone for him.

Relatives believed to have been buried in the
plot include Drury H. lane and his wife Agnes;
two young song of James L. Belsha; three young
sons of my prandfather Columbus Shackelford Belsha,
and Bettie, a young daughter of Sarah Pearse Belsha
Spain. I am searching for the facts as to the
burial of these people, but cannot find any proof
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of their burial at Central-- only family legend
to that effect. I also want to prove up on our
rights to the plotset and to prevent any attempt-
ed burials there that would interfere with the
regting places of our deceased relatives, once a
very closely knit family groupe

Drury H. Lane and his wife Agnes Lord Lane
were listed in the 1850 Census of Lauderdale County,
Alabama with those children who had not already
been married; however, they were in Phillips
County, Arkansas when the 1860 Census was taken;
they lived in Planters Township and their post
office address .as shown as Williams Shop. Their
children listed there were Bettie (Elizabeth) who
married James L. Belsha; Phillip, of whom I have
no further information so presume he died young;
Agnes who married William Jacks; Moses W. menticned
above and Julia Ann who married Thonmas Wallace,
whose fields you remember crogssing on your way to
school at Barton, as you state in your letter pub=-
1ished in the December, 1968 issue of the Muarterly
and in which you mention the burial of Uncle Tom
Wallace, and you also mention my great uncle "Jim
Belsha, who ran the Jottum Down Store at Barton."
Tncidently, I was born at Barton in 1901, when my
father was working on the thread mill.

My grandfather, Columbus Shackelford Belsha,
married Sarah Washington Lane (another dauvghter
of Drury H. and Agnes Lane) in 1857, in Lauderdale
County, Alabama, where he and his brother, James
L. Belsha, were born. Both gerved the Confederacy
in the Civil War and immediately after its close
moved to Phillips County. My father, Benjamin
Lafayette Belsha, was born at North Creek in 1886,
and later his sister, Ruth Dora Belsha, was born
in that same area., She became the wife of John W.
Terry, and they lived at Marvell, Arkansas. An
older brother was Thomas M. Belsha, who lived in
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Helena most of his married life.

My grandfather was a partner with Mr. Amos
Jarman (the elder) in C. S. Belsha & Company
running a store at Barton for a number of years,
later moving to Marvell, where in 1908 he and our
grandmother died and are buried.

If you have any memories of these Belsha, Lane
U@llace, Jacks, and Spain families, and if you can ’
zive me any further information as to where I might
E? able to find these early records of Central '
Church and Cemetery--or to whom I might write for
such information, I will be gratefully indebted
po you and I will take steps to preserve any such
information in the local libraries for the benefit
of all parties interested, now and in the future.

June 9, 1970 Sincerely,
James V. Belsha

124); North 2lth Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85008

TO BE CONTINUED
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HISTORIC ARKANSAS SCENES INTRIGUING

by
Kent Ruth

Fram the Sunday Oklahoman, October 29, 1972
Copyright 1972, ¥53 Oklahoma Publishing Company
Contributed by

Calvin Jarman

If one insists on getting himself locked up
for the night in a cemetery, a hillside affa%r in
Helena, Arkansas, is probably as happy a choice as
most. Of course it helps if you're a Soutyern
sympathizer., And are not overly apprehengive of
Mhant's" and such.

The Confederate section, with its towering
memorial shaft to Cleburne, crowds a ledge on the
upper terrace of the old burying ground. .Even
this damyankee found it extremely impressive. The
Wilderness, Helena, Vicksburg, Chic?mauga.:.all
the battles Helena young men partic1patedp1n are
inscribed on the shaft. But the beauty of the
scene belies the bitterness and death.

stair-stepped shelf in the fertile loess
is hagzggmely landscgpad, immaculately kept. One's
eyes are drawn easily from the white-on-green em-
broidery of stones and grass to the town beyond
with its 1life and activity.

That evening we had the place to ourselves.
It was quiet, pleasantly relaxing. And that al-
most proved our undoing. Suddenly we realized it
was almost 7, closing time, and we started back

10

down the maze of winding roadways.

As we turned the last corner, the caretaker
was swinging shut the ornate iron gates. We honk-
ed, He grinned, pushed them back, and we paused
long enough to tell him how beautiful it was,

But the end is not yet. And that's what
worries us sometimes about cemeteries,

Next morning, downtown in this pleasant little
Migsissipoi River port city of 10,415, we looked
for gomeone to tell us how to find the Storm Lake-
Bear Creek Road and Crowley's Ridge. Everything
you read about this southeastern corner of Ark-
ansas mentions Crowley's. Some 1,300 miles from
the Pacific, 600 miles from the Atlantic, and a
good 200 miles from the Gulf of Mexico, the Ridge
is said to be the world's largest oyster shell bed.
From it have been taken mastodon bones (to such
places as the Smithsorian.) And over it grows some
of Arkansas' most beautiful forest.

So next morning we asked road information from
the first man we saw. And he looked at us for a
moment., smiled faintly, then said: "Well, you know
how to get to the cemetery. Start there and..."

Yes, it was he. And it still bothers us. But
we followed his directions, found Crowley's Ridge
without trouble. It was even more interesting
than we'd expected.

DeSoto may or may not have crossed the Miss-
issippi River herse. t Helena--which before the
advent of the Arkansas River Navigation Project,
dubbed itself "Arkansas' cnly seaport"--has other
claims, if not to fame, at least to a few hours
of the traveler's time.
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With a bit of hunting you can find geveral in-
teresting ante-bellum homes. Like handsomely re=-
stored Estevan Hall. And the Hornor House, in the
walls of which you might gtill find a cannon ball
or 8o, according to the local legend. After cn:r
experience with the cemetery keeper, we wouldn't
argue the point.

eresti tco, just northwest of Helena,
is thgnzray narbile boulder marking the 1815 base
from which were surveyed the lands of the Louvisiana
Purchase (including all of Oklahoma but the Pan-
handle). It's been developed as a state park.

As for the Storm Lake and Bear Creel.c recreation
areas--with their beaches, camp and p%cnlc grounds,
and other facilities--they are but icing on the
Crowley's Ridge cake.

o narrow, pleasantly winding St. Francis
Natioﬁ?l Forest’rgad (Arkansas Ll) threads the
crest of the oyster bed for miles, often through
2 tunnel of trees so thick and matted overhead
that the sun fails even to dapple the surface of
the graveled road.

Such is Helena, then, should you_wish to tarry
briefly on your way to Florida this winter. An
idyllic byway that makes one feel he's in I.{eaven.
And a well-manicured cemetery that makes him feel...

y ! i,
Either way...we found the town delightful.

you go, take U. S. L9 from Brinkley on ILO. The

toll bridge across the Mississippi leads you to

U. S. 61 north of Clarksdale, Migsissippie

3869
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The Sea Dream to the Missisgsippi
by Lily Peter

A review by Carclyn Cunningham

Miss Lily Peter has written a most informative
book about the trip down the Great River of Father
Maraquette and Joliet. Joliet was seaching for a
water route to the west, and the Jesuit priest
scught to bring Christianity to the Indians. The
bock begins with a twenty line lyrical poem, "In
Praise of Dreamers, Who are the only Discoverers."
The book is divided into five parts, the first be-
ing the Sea Legend of New Spain, Here she begins
to build the history of the Mississippi River as
it was first known to man as only a rumor, or yet
a dream. 3She tells of De Soto's visit to our
shores. And next of the heightening interest of
New France. In part three she moves on to the two
men who came here 300 years ago this summer, and
whose memory and deeds we are preparing to com-
memorate. She tells about the Pageant in the
Wilcerness with such vividness and depth of feeling
thzt cne can hardly realize it took place in 1671
on the shores of the Northern Lakes. And then she
tells ue of the voyage. She speaks of men with
vision and dreams, and says there is no greatness
without the dream. On May 15, 1673 seven men in
the two cances edged out into the waters of Lake
Michican to begin a voyage that was to take them
‘nto unknown regions and put their name on the
lipe of every gchool child in the lundreds of years
to follow, Miss Lily has shown her great respect
as alwsys for fact, having adhered completely to
Father Marquette's journal, the only record in ex-
istence of the trip, Joliet's having been lost in
2 tragic accident,
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NOTES

It is with sadness that we report the vandal-
ism and desecration of one of our oldest cemeteries,
that of Central in the North Creck nei ghborhood.
Many of our members have family and friends bturied
there, and those of you who de not, have beccme
familiar with it through articles in the Cuarter-
ly. Thirteen stones were turned over, misrlaced,
and some broken, perhaps beycnd repair. The Helena
World has offered a fifty dollar revard for infor-
mation leading to the identity of the guilty per-
sons.

JHEHEEERRREEEHEREEEEERENENES R ERREEREEEEEREEEH

I am happy to be serving as your editor, al-
though Dale Kirkman is a hard one to follow. T
gincerely hope that each of you will join me in a
concentrated effort to find and record our county
history. I urge each of you with family recorcs
packed away in boxes and cabinets to share this
information with us. Ve need the cooperaticn of
every member. We want your guggestions, ideas, and
above all, material and information for publishing.
If you will write an article for us, we will be very
happy, but if you have material to share but pre-
fer that someone else do the writing for you, let
us know and we will find someone for that job, toce
Alma Faust has graciously consented to continue her
review of the Quarterly for the local newspapersa
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